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Hello Members 


It certainly has been one crazy year, nothing like it in the current history books! 
Hacker’s Creek Library has been hanging in there. We have embraced the new 
world of technology. Maybe you don’t realize but we do meet once a month on 
Zoom platform to visit and discuss genealogy and local history. Paula is in the 
process of setting up “rooms” these will be areas you can choose to visit and join 
in on whatever is being researched or covered at that time. Example: One room 
may cover using our website or library catalog, one room may cover a certain 
surname, one room may cover breaking down brick walls and another may 
discuss using DNA. We will need feedback on what type of “room” you would like 
to visit. You do not have to be super techie to use Zoom or be a Zoom member 
and we will certainly walk you through the process. You will also be able to move 
from one room to the other. The members that have joined in are truly enjoying 
the experience and you don’t have to wear a mask! 


| have tried to keep you informed on what is going on in the library by email. | do 
know we have some members that are not on the computer, so hoping the 
Journal that is mailed to those will catch them up. Fundraising is an important 
part of my job. Without fundraising, membership and donations we could not 
keep our organization going. Members you are really appreciated for your 
membership, donations and participating in the fundraising events. | do have a 
raffle going on now, your support is needed. Many have renewed their 
membership, but | have over 100 that have not, please renew. If you don’t know 
if you have renewed then please call the library or send me an email. To those 
who are on the fence of whether to renew again or not, please stay with us 
because exciting things are going to be added to our website. 


Life is always about change, and yes! Many times we bulk at that. We have to get 
strong and dig in and go on, that is what HCPD is doing. 


Librarian’s Report 


Paula McGrew, HCPD Librarian 


Plot Twist in the Library 


Lots of great books include something called a Plot Twist. You are reading along when all of a 
sudden everything changes. Earlier this year, | was happily going along with my work in the 
HCPD Library, doing inventory, making plans for how to make the shelves easier to browse, and 


Suddenly, the online catalog part of that work became much more important. In fact, | have 
done most of my work from home, although | have gone in many evenings and on weekends 
when nobody else was around. Even as the building has remained closed to the public, the few 
staff members are able to be in the building to help out. The online catalog makes it possible for 
everyone to see what we have, and to email or phone in their requests for information or, in 
some cases, photocopies. 


The upside of this PLOT TWIST has been that we have made great progress in updating the 
online catalog, have added over 125 full-text books (which can be read directly online), and | 
have worked closely with Patty to upgrade and update the HCPD website. 


Paula McGrew, Librarian and Archivist 


Manuscript Submissions 


While electronic stories submitted by e-mail are preferred, other typed material may be submitted. 
Material for publication should be e-mailed and addressed to Executive Director, Patty or mailed to 
HCPD at the address below. Material must be received by mid-February for April issue and mid-August 
for October issue. 


Membership 
For HCPD membership information, see the Membership Form in back of Journal. 
HCPD Mailing Address: 
Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants 45 Abbotts Run Road, Horner, WV 26372 
Office Hours 
Monday--Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Temporary closure 


Due to Covid-19, the library is temporarily closed to the public except by appointment with a limited 
number of patrons. 


The HCPD office is closed on National, State, and Local Election Days and on the following holidays: 
Good Friday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving weekend; Christmas dates to be 
announced 


Phone & Internet: 
Telephone: (304) 269-7091 
E-mail: hcpd@hackerscreek.com 
HCPD Website: http://www.hackerscreek.com 
Executive Director: Patty LESONDAK 
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meet our MEMBERS Even though HCPD library is located in central West 
Virginia, we have members all over the U.S. In fact, of the 
314 total members, only 89 reside in WV. Others reside in the following states: AK-2; AL-6; 
AR-1; AZ-4; CA-15; CO-1; CT-1; DC-1; DE-4; FL-21; GA-6; IA-3; ID-2; IL-6; IN-10; KS-1; 
KY-5; LA-1; MI-5; MN-2; MO-5; MT-1; NC-11; NE-1; NH-2; NJ-1; NM-1; NV-2; NY-5; OH- 
35; OK-2; OR-2; PA-11; SC-9; TN-4; TX-8; UT-1; VA-23; WA-2; WI-2; and WV-89. 


We thought that it would be enjoyable to “meet” our members. Therefore, we are 
starting a regular feature of the Journal to introduce members to each other. If you would like to 
be included, please send a brief bio (see suggestions) and a picture or two to the Journal editor, 
Carol White, at cjswhite@ gmail.com. We won’t, of course, include all of them at once. But, it 
will be interesting to see who is featured in the next issue of the Journal. Maybe it will be you! 

So, here we go..... «i [ 


Charles P. Roe, born 20 November 1955, lives in Silver 
Spring, MD. He has a BA degree in history from Norwich 
University (1977) and a Master’s degree in history from 
Marshall University (1977). He is an Army Command and 
General Staff College Graduate. He is an Army war veteran, 
retired severely disabled. 

His family goes back 7 generations to VA then present- 
day WV from Pvt. John Roe, “New Jersey Blues,” American 
Revolution. James Roe fought in the War of 1812. 

During the Civil War, 4 brothers went North and 4 went South. 
Many other relatives with different last names were at the Battle 
of Point Pleasant, WV. (Grandfather) Dallas Houston Roe, Sr. 
family cemetery near Point Pleasant, WV. 

(Father) T/Sgt Dallas Houston Roe, Jr. is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery, VA. He was a veteran of the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. 

Charles is a life member of HCPD and a life member of American Legion, Catholic War 
Veterans, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Korean War Veterans. 
He is listed in the Federal Registry (SM-Heroism). He 
retired from Federal Government with injuries. 

He married Barbara on 24 November 1984 at Fort 
Eustis, VA while he was training to be a test pilot. She was 
stationed in West Germany. Her grandfather is from 
Clarksburg, WV. 
= Hehas a service dog, Pug breed, named Sergeant Roe. 

i E-mail: rangerroe @hotmail.com 


Carol White is our next featured member in this edition. 
If you ask Carol her age, she will just lie about it, so it will 
suffice to say that she was born in Gassaway, Braxton 
County, WV and grew up in Braxton and Gilmer Counties. 
She graduated from Gilmer County High School, Glenville 
State College (English and French), and West Virginia 

’ University (Instructional Communication). 

Carol is married to Frank White, and they have 3 
children: Joseph (wife Sandy) lives in North Salt Lake, 
UT, and they have Lewis and Simon; Travis (wife Katie) 
lives in Morgantown, WV, and they have Alyson, Isaac, 

; Nathan, Luke, and Caleb; Jessica lives on Hacker’s Creek 
(near Jane Lew and Weston), and she has Leland (LJ) and 
Mahala. 

Carol retired from teaching English at North 

_ Marion High School, Farmington, WV in 2013. After 

Aa ; retirement, she and Frank bought a farm on Hacker’s 
Creek Road i in Lewis County. They raise cattle and chickens and operate a greenhouse. They 
had the opportunity to determine the name of their Lane. They chose Heritage Lane because of 
their deep-rooted history in this area. A historical marker at the Upshur County courthouse 
mentions William White, one of Frank’s ancestors. A marker at the intersection of Buckhannon 
Mountain Road and Rts. 33, 119, 48 mentions Carol’s Schoolcraft ancestors. 

Carol’s hobbies/interests include crocheting, embroidering, quilting, gardening, canning, 
writing, recording family histories, genealogy, and teaching. 

Carol has been involved in genealogy and family history for 44 years. Her main surnames 
are Schoolcraft, Shock, Stump, Jenkins, Lee, Crawford, and Alkire. One of her retirement 
bucket list items was to volunteer at HCPD. She enjoys working with the wonderful people on 
the Board and serving as the Journal editor. 


Bio 


Here are some suggestions for what to include in your bio. Don’t forget your picture. 


e Name e Employment 

e Place of residence e Interests/hobbies 

e Where you grew up e How long you have worked on 
e Parents family history 

e Spouse e Main surnames researched 

e Children e Brick wall on surame(s) 
e Education 


As we learn about our ancestors’ lives, they become real to us, not 


ance t Ine nl just names on a page. We thought that it would be interesting to learn 

Bieyvey Vey was about world events occurring in a decade of our history. Which of 

7 @ I\ { your ancestors were living during the featured decade? How old were 
Ih IC CG Ca € they then? At what stage were their lives? As you read over these 


events, try to imagine the effect they might have had on your 
ancestors. The plan is to make this a continuing feature of the 


Journal. We will begin with the 1850s decade. 


1850 
e 


1851 


1852 


The Fugitive Slave Act provided for the return of slaves brought to free states. 

Millard Fillmore was sworn into office as the 13th President of the United States, following 
Zachary Taylor's death on July 9, 1850. 

"America" wins the first America's Cup yacht race on August 22, 1851. 

California became the 31* state. Los Angeles, with a population of 1,610, became a city on April 
4th, and San Francisco, with a population of about 21,000, became one on April 16". 

The Compromise of 1850 was introduced in the U.S. Congress. The legislation would eventually 
pass and be highly controversial, but it essentially delayed the Civil War by a decade. 

February 1: Edward "Eddie" Lincoln, a four-year-old son of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln, 
died in Springfield, Illinois. 

September 11: The first New York City concert by Swedish opera singer Jenny Lind created a 
sensation. Her tour, promoted by P.T. Barnum, would cross America for the following year. 

The 1850 census counted 23,191,876 population, a 35.9% increase from a decade before. Over 3 
million lived in its most populous state, New York. There were 30 states. 


The New York Times was founded. It was first published under the name of the New York Daily 
Times. 

May 1: An enormous exhibition of technology opened in London with a ceremony attended 

by Queen Victoria and the event's sponsor, her husband Prince Albert. Prize-winning innovations 
shown at the Great Exhibition included photographs by Mathew Brady and the reaper of Cyrus 
McCormick. 

Herman Melville’s novel Moby Dick was published and Nathaniel Hawthorne’s House of Seven 
Gables. 

The paining “Washington Crossing the Delaware” was completed by German-American artist 
Emmanuel Leutze. 

The first YMCA opened in Boston. (cue Village People) 


Uncle Tom's Cabin was published. It was widely read in both the U.S. and abroad, and its 
publication is said to have inspired the anti-slavery movement in the 1850's. Beecher Stowe's 
work is said to have sold fifty thousand copies in the first eight weeks, and reached half a million 
copies within the first six months. The book is cited as one of the causes of the Civil War. 

July 4: Frederick Douglass delivered notable speech, “The Meaning of July 4th for the Negro.” 
November 2: Franklin Pierce elected President of the United States. 


1853 


1854 


1857 


Steinway Pianos came to the U.S. Originally from Germany, Heinrich Steinway had built organs 
and pianos, but he moved to the United States in 1850, and founded Steinway and Sons in New 
York in 1853. They dominated the market, and their earliest workshops were in Manhattan. 


The Republican Party was founded by anti-slavery expansion activists. It was often called the 
Grand Old Party or the GOP, prior to the Democratic Party breaking away from the Democratic- 
Republican Party and the National Republicans who later evolved into the Whig Party. 

March 31: Treaty of Kanagawa signed. The treaty opened Japan up for trade, after considerable 
pressure from the United States. 

May 30: The Kansas-Nebraska Act signed into law. The legislation, designed to lessen the 
tension over enslavement, actually has the opposite effect. 

September 27: The steamship S.S. Arctic collided with another ship off the coast of Canada and 
sank with a great loss of life. The disaster was considered scandalous as women and children 
were left to die in the icy waters of the Atlantic. 

October 21: Florence Nightingale left Britain for the Crimean War. Her service aiding battlefield 
casualties would make her a legend and set a new standard for nursing. 

November 6: Birth of composer and bandleader John Philip Sousa. 

The U.S. Naval Academy graduated its first class in Annapolis, MD. 

C.W. Post (cereal manufacturer) was born. 


Once described as the inter-oceanic railroad, the Panama Railway Company crossed Panama, 
from Aspinwall to Panama City. The railroad is still functioning and was important to the 
construction of the Panama Canal itself. It has since been called the Panama Canal Railway. 
November 21: Violence over the practice of enslavement erupted in the U.S. territory of Kansas 
at the start of the pre-war troubles that would become known as “Bleeding Kansas.” 

Andrew Mellon, businessman, banker, and philanthropist, was born. 

Isaac Singer patented his sewing machine. 


February 18: The Know-Nothing Party held a convention and nominated former president Millard 
Fillmore as its presidential candidate. 
November 4: James Buchanan elected president of the United States. 


March 4: James Buchanan was inaugurated as President of the United States. He became very ill 
at his own inauguration, raising questions in the press about whether he had been poisoned in a 
failed assassination attempt. 

March 6: The Dred Scott Decision was announced by the U.S. Supreme Court. The decision, 
which asserted that Black people could not be American citizens, inflamed the debate over 
enslavement. 


1858 

e Minnesota became the 32" state. 

e August—October 1858: Perennial rivals Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln held a series 
of seven debates in Illinois while running for a U.S. Senate seat. Douglas won the election, but 
the debates elevated Lincoln, and his anti-slavery views, to national prominence. Newspaper 
stenographers wrote down the content of the debates, and portions that were published in 
newspapers introduced Lincoln to an audience outside of Illinois. 


1859 

e John Brown's men arrived at Harper's Ferry in (West) Virginia in order to instigate a slave 
rebellion. Brown's men were attacked by soldiers under Robert E. Lee on October 18", after 
which Brown and several of his men were captured. He was hanged for murder, treason against 
the State, and for leading a revolt. 

e Oregon became the 33" state. The border between the United States and British North America 
was set at the 49th parallel. 

e First Oil Well. "Colonel" Edwin Drake used a drilling expert, William Smith, to drill for oil in 
Titusville, Pennsylvania. Smith drilled down 60 ft, and oil gushed to the surface (About 20 barrels 
per day). Prior to this, oil had been discovered when drilling for drinking water, but if the oil 
gushed to the surface, it was considered a nuisance and the well was closed down. 


, I 
Calligpe’s Chener 
Calliope ((KUH] + [LY] + [UH] + [PEE] literally means “beautiful-voiced”. In Greek 


mythology, Calliope was the most prominent of the Muses—the 9 sister 
goddesses who presided over poetry, song, and the arts. 


The Journal is starting a new feature that will share poetry and prose written by 
our members. Even though it would be quite appropriate for the themes to be 
somewhat related to ancestors, history, genealogy and such, that is not a hard-fast requirement. 
This is your chance to be in the spotlight by sharing your thoughts and feelings expressed in 
writing. 


The Chimney 


In an open field stands alone 
An ancient chimney, crumbling and worn. 
A forgotten remnant of a family's home, 
It stands silent, lonely, and forlorn. 


An oft repeated image of a lone chimney ina barren field 
causes my mind to reflect and wonder. A few crumbling stones 
indicate its age. I try to picture the house that once surrounded 
it. Most likely, it was an old farm house. Maybe it was two 


stories tall with clapboard siding painted white, yet pealing some on the weathered 
side. I imagine it adorned by a well-used porch where the family spent many a hot, 
muggy evening. I can picture Father playing an old tune on his harmonica while 
Mother snaps fresh-picked beans for tomorrow's dinner. Grandma rests her weary 
bones on the porch swing, slowly swaying to and fro. I picture the children giggling 
with delight while catching lightning bugs in the yard and secluding them in an old 
Mason jar. Duke, the uncharacteristically reticent hound dog, yawns and rolls over 
to continue his nap. A distant smell of a flowering bush sweetens the air. Mother 
takes notice and remembers their picnic last Sunday on the big rock across the 
meadow beside the stream. It was there where she noticed the flowering bushes. 

Was this chimney the sole source of heat except for the wood-burning cook 
stove? When the days’ arduous labor came to an end, did the family gather around 
it to read the Bible and to share stories? Did Mother sit in the old, generational 
rocking chair with a wee one nestled on her lap? Or, perhaps she spent her evening 
darning Father's socks or knitting a warm toboggan for her son, all by the dim light 
of the fire. I picture Duke spread out nearby with a child's head on his side as a 
pillow. I can see Father removing his well-worn work shoes and stretching his feet 
forward to capture the heat from the glowing fire. It won't be long before all will 
go to their night's repose while the banked-down fire continues to burn until only a 
few gray embers remain. 

The morning will be cold as Mother arises early to start the fire in the 
fireplace and in the cook stove. Thankfully, Father keeps the kindling box beside 
the hearth full and ready for her daily use. Father, too, forfeits the comfort of 
the piled high blankets on his bed to brace the cold to feed the livestock. Mother 
puts on her apron and sets the blackened cast-iron skillet on the wood stove. She 
opens a can sitting atop the stove and scoops out some bacon grease to fry fresh 
eggs for their breakfast. They will use the last pieces of homemade bread this 
morning, so today will be a baking day, which will fill the house with an irresistible 
aroma and extra warmth. Maybe she will have time to put ina tray of cookies. The 
children will love that. 

What has happened to this home, I wonder? Did the adult children lack 
interest in farm life and decide to chase their fortunes elsewhere? Maybe the 
youngest daughter lagged behind to care for her aging parents, forfeiting her own 
interests and dreams for her sense of duty. Or, did she marry and raise her own 
little ones in this house, the only home she has ever known? Did the perils of years 
and a farmer too frail to “mend fences" cause the home's demise? And now, all 
that remains is the lone chimney. Built to last. Built to withstand the storms and 
vicissitudes of life. Built to provide life-saving warmth to a family. Built to be the 
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center of their home. Built to listen to their stories and to remember. Built to 
linger in the barren field, lonely, deserted, forgotten, longing once again for the 
sound of children’s laughter and the warmth of a loving family. 

Perhaps now, as you take a country drive, the deserted chimneys will have 
new meaning. Perhaps they will inspire respect. Perhaps they will make you think 
of your own home and all that it means to you. 


----Carol White 


Roots Tech works in association with FamilySearch.org. It has an 
annual conference in February in Salt Lake City, UT and one in 
London, England. With so many changes due to the pandemic, Roots 
Tech’s February 2021 conference will be virtual and free of charge. 
To watch the conference, one only has to register with name and 


Tt ootst CC h email address. This can be done at 


https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=en 


Quoting the site, “Join the world’s largest family celebration for free to unlock your 
family’s history and learn how to preserve the stories of your life.....Get ready to celebrate 
shared connections with people from around the world. Connect with friends, your family, your 
past, and your heritage and homelands—all from the comfort of your home and in your 
browser.” 

On this site, one can also view archived videos from past conferences. 


Wow! Covid-19 has made so many changes in our lives. HCPD has held an annual 
Gathering for 39 years. Members have met, renewed acquaintances, swapped stories, shared a 
meal, and learned new things. However, this year was somewhat different. With restrictions 
posed by government and concerns about members’ health and travel issues, the Board 
determined that the only sensible option was to make The Gathering virtual. Now, that’s a new 
buzz word in our vocabulary! With varying degrees of computer literacy, the Board put their 
heads together to figure out how to convert a well-planned three-day program to a virtual 
meeting. 

Our charter specifies strict requirements for the annual business meeting, which presented 
unique challenges. However, we did it. The business meeting was the only part of The 
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Gathering that was live, via Zoom. Nineteen people were present for that meeting, which took 
place on Saturday, August 8. 

Participants were asked to register so that we would know who participated. Fourteen 
did so. Eleven people sent a photo of themselves watching The Gathering. 

Workshops were presented by Paula McGrew, Patty Lesondak, Mary Glass, and Carol 
White. Because these were put online, they are still available for viewing by signing in as a 
member and clicking on “Virtual Gathering” on the left of the screen. 

Feedback was good. Several people indicated that they enjoyed the videos. One 
advantage of a virtual gathering is that people all across the 
country could participate, and the video workshops continue 
to be available after the event ended. 

During the Virtual Gathering, there was interest in 
more Zoom events, and the first one was scheduled for 
Saturday 26 at 4:00 eastern time. Several people 
participated and enjoyed getting to know each other. They 
asked to do this monthly, and the second “meeting” was 
scheduled for Saturday, October 24 at 4:00 Eastern Time. 

At HCPD, we recognize our necessity to embrace the 
digital age, and we are learning how to do that. Our website 
is being updated constantly, and we are thinking of new 
ways to assist others in researching their family history. 


(Pictured—new Board member Gary McGrew watching The Gathering) 


Our annual yard sale was 
held September 28— 
October 3 with many items 
donated for our benefit. 
Normally, it is held on 
Thursday—Saturday. This 
year, we decided to hold 
the sale all week. Because 
of Covid-19, we decided 
not to have the usual hot 
dog sale as part of the 
event. We made almost 

$300 in profit. 
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Tea Party fundraiser was a lot of fun. Members were mailed a tea bag and a 


(Tea date and time to sit back, relax, and enjoy a cup of tea while thinking about 
P f other HCPD 
a uy members 


< 6) wherever they 
= ak / were. Members 
Be were asked to 


— 3 make a donation 
to be used toward repairs of the library. 
Pictured are (left to right)—Jeannine, 
Patty Lesondak, Junior Coulter, Betty 
Ann Nicholson, and Elaine Coulter. 
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NICHOLAS CARPENTER, PART 1 


(THIS IS A LENGTHY ARTICLE AND PARTS WILL APPEAR IN MULTIPLE ISSUES OF THE JOURNAL) 


Pioneer — Entrepreneur — Coroner — Sheriff — Justice of the Peace — Trustee — Husband — Father 
— Soldier: These are a few of the terms that can be applied to Nicholas Carpenter. He was 
among the earliest settlers in what is now Clarksburg, West Virginia. An historical marker in 
front of the Court House in Clarksburg commemorates this fact. 


7 CLARKSBURG ° 
| Established, 1785. Named for 
| Gen. George Rogers Clark. 


John Simpson camped here 
in 1764. Early permanent 
settlements were made by 
the Davissons, Cottrills, 
Sotha Hickman, Nicholas 
arpenter, and others. 


Nicholas was believed to have been born in England in 1743, the son of Christopher 
Carpenter/Zimmerman. According to his son David, Nicholas married Mary Wolfe, the 
daughter of Joseph Wolfe, before 1764. (Carpenter ..., p. 6) The records of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution contain an application submitted by Mrs. Marion Wachtel Kimber, a 
descendant of Nicholas Carpenter, to obtain membership in the organization. The notes within 
it read: 


“Nicholas Carpenter served as a private in Captain McClelland’s Riflemen from 


Fredrick County, Maryland. Dated service was 1764. Nicholas Carpenter came 
to Harrison County, Virginia, from Fayette County, Pennsylvania, originally 


15 


Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. He was born about 1748 and died in 1791 
at the hands of the Indians at Marietta, Ohio. 


“Nicholas Carpenter served as a member of the Westmoreland County Rangers, 
which was comprised of men from the Monongahela Valley, John Hardin, 
Captain. In April 1783, Nicholas Carpenter’s name was placed on Captain now 
Major John Hardin’s claim sheet for Monongahela County, Pennsylvania with 
twelve others asking pay for services rendered for the army; blacksmith work, 
food, for men and horses, spying service and hunting wild game. His place of 
residence during the Revolutionary war was the Monongahela Valley near 
Redstone, Pennsylvania.” (Carpenter..., p. 8) 


According to the 1850 census Nicholas and Mary were living in Maryland in 1772 when their 
son, John, was born. Nicholas claimed land on Ten Mile Creek in what is now Harrison County, 
West Virginia, as early as 1772. He owned land in the vicinity of Redstone, near Brownsville, 
Pennsylvania and may have lived there two or three years later. There were many problems 
with the Indians around Ten Mile Creek in the 1770s. The year 1777 was so bad that it became 
known as the bloody year. The frontier was not much safer until 1780. The family may have 
gone to the vicinity of Redstone for short intervals of time. A journal entry written by Thomas 
Walcutt in the year 1790 states: “They (Carpenters) have been on the frontier here for fifteen 
years and have several times been obliged to move away.” (Carpenter ..., pp. 6-7) 


The early years of Harrison County were described by Dorothy Davis in her book, The History of 
Harrison County West Virginia in this manner: 


“White men roamed through the wilderness in the 1760’s, and one of them, 
John Simpson, met up with two colonial deserters from the British forces at Fort 
Pitt, John and Samuel Pringle. The three made their way to the Tygart’s Valley, 
where they quarreled and separated, the Pringles going on toward Buckhannon 
and John Simpson to the creek in Harrison County which bears his name and on 
to the West Fork River. 


“Although there is no proof Simpson was the first white man to arrive in Harrison 
County, he was the first to remain for any time. Simpson camped during the 
winter of 1764 in the area now known as Stealey, where Elk Creek — which 
Simpson named — after encircling a bowl of level land, flows into the West Fork 
River. 


“In the spring of 1765 Simpson returned to the South Branch of the Potomac to 
sell the furs of the animals he had trapped or shot during the winter and then 
returned to claim the unpatented land opposite the mouth of Elk Creek. 
Simpson is said to have quarreled over a peck of salt with one of the Cottrills 
who was found dead near the cabin of Simpson. Since there were no courts at 
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the time, no legal proceedings were taken against Simpson. Simpson sold his 
land patents to Nicholas Carpenter and disappeared into the wilderness.” (Davis 
, pp 28-29) 


Nicholas Carpenter, like other early settlers on the West Fork River, built hunting lodges for 
shelter where game was plentiful. One of his hunting lodges was located in ‘Carpenter Hollow’ 
in present-day Salem. (Davis, p. 669) Haymond described the economy of these early 
communities in this way: 


“The settlements composed a self-supporting community where nearly 
everything in use was made at home. The great want was salt, iron, and 
ammunition. To get these the only commodity to exchange for them were furs 
and skins which were taken East of the mountains on pack horses. As the 
population increased and roads were opened for wagons, other articles such as 
hides, linen from flax, linsey, butter, honey, beeswax, ginseng and snake root 
were shipped.” (Haymond, p. 174.) 


Land certificates were issued in 1781 to holders of land in what is now Harrison County, then 
Monongalia County. Nicholas Carpenter received 400 acres on Ten Mile Creek at the mouth of 
Carter’s Run by right of residence to include his improvement made in 1772. (Davis, p. 21) This 
transaction is more fully described in Henry Haymond’s earlier history of Harrison County. He 
wrote that the commissioners appointed to settle the claims to unpatented lands at its session 
in 1781 granted a certificate of ownership to John Simpson. For 400 acres of land on the West 
Fork River, opposite the mouth of Elk Creek to include his settlement made in 1772. This tract 
included the Fair Ground and the Stealey lands. Simpson never perfected his title to this land, 
but as the custom was sold and assigned the certificate to Nicholas Carpenter and it was 
patented to him. Carpenter built a house on it in 1786 that stood for more than one hundred 
years. (Haymond, 18-19) 


The following extracts were taken from a certificate issued in 1781 by the commissioner to 
settlers for land in Monongalia County in the territory subsequently included in Harrison County 
as it was formed in 1784. “Nicholas Carpenter, assignee of John Simpson is entitled to 400 
acres of land in Monongalia County on the West Fork, opposite to the mouth of Elk Creek to 
include his settlement made in the year 1772.” (Haymond, pp. 23-24)” Charles Fornash, 
assignee to Alexander Heath or Sleath, 400 acres on the Buckhannon River, adjoining the lands 
of John Jackson, to include his settlement made in 1772.” (Haymond, p. 36) The following court 
record appears as stated: “John Swearingen, Senior, 400 acres on Ten Mile Creek, a branch of 
the West Fork, at Nicholas Carpenter’s camp, in the right of residing and making corn before 
1778.” [Salem] (Davis, p. 22; Haymond, pp. 29-30) 


At the first meeting of the Harrison County Court on July 20, 1784 Nicholas Carpenter was 
named a justice of the peace. At that meeting it was ordered that “the road from Richards Fort 
extended by Edmund Wests mill to John Hackers, the nearest and best way, Nicholas 
Carpenter, Isaac Richards and David Sleeth be appointed to view and lay out said road and 


Ly 


make report to the next Court to be held for this County is hereby revived.” At this meeting 
Nicholas Carpenter and James Anderson were to be recommended to his Excellency the 
Governor to fill the office of coroner. (Haymond, 195) 


Clarksburg was officially established in 1785, and the Virginia Assembly appointed William 
Haymond, Nicholas Carpenter, John Myers, John McCally and John Davisson as trustees and 
instructed them to lay off the town in lots. (Davis, p. 286) 


The 1785 census of Harrison County shows Nicholas Carpenter listed on John McCalley’s list of 
tithables, McCalley’s assigned area included from the south of Limestone up both sides of the 
West Fork River to Lost Creek. Twenty-six men were on McCally’s list. (Haymond, p. 275) 


The General Assembly of Virginia passed an act in October 1785 for establishing the town of 
Clarksburg in Harrison County. A number of lots had already been laid off and houses built, as 
well as public buildings. The court record includes: “Be it therefore enacted: That the said lots 
so laid off, or hereafter to be laid off by the trustees, shall be and the same are hereby 
established a town by the name of Clarksburg, and that William Haymond, Nicholas Carpenter, 
John Myers, John McAlly and John Davisson, Gentlemen, are hereby appointed trustees of the 
said town, who or any three of them, shall have power from time to time to settle and 
determine all disputes concerning the bounds of said lots, and in the case of the death, 
resignation or removal out of the County of any one or more of the said trustees it shall be 
lawful for the freeholders of the said town to elect and choose others in their stead. . .” 
(Haymond, p. 255) 


Court records of 15 November 1785 read: “The jail reported finished by a committee composed 
of Nicholas Carpenter and John Powers according to contract by John Prunty.” (Haymond notes 
that the jail was probably the temporary log jail.) (Haymond, p. 205) 


In October 1786 the Virginia Assembly appointed a commission consisting of William Haymond, 
Nicholas Carpenter, Hezekiah Davisson, Thomas Webb, John Powers, and Daniel Davisson of 
Harrison County to lay out and open a wagon road from some point on the state road deemed 
best by them to the mouth of the Little Kanawha River. The assembly directed Harrison County 
to pay the expense of a road thirty feet wide. Commissioners were to receive five shillings a 
day (83-1/3 cents) and the work was to be let to the lowest bidder. The road was build east to a 
point near the Cheat River and the state road. (Davis, 792) 


Early in 1787 Nicholas Carpenter was listed among the thirteen members of the Simpson Creek 
Church who petitioned for a new constitution in order to meet in a church house that had been 
built in 1784 near the mouth of Elk Creek (in what is now West Clarksburg). The new church 
was to be called ‘Hopewell’ — perhaps named because the Reverend Mr. Sutton had studied at 
Hopewell Academy in New Jersey. (Davis, p. 552) 
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On 21 March 1787 Nicholas Carpenter and John McCalley appeared in Harrison County Court as 
sureties for Thomas Barkley and John Reed who were to serve as contractors for the project of 
building a new Court House. They entered a bond of £369. (Haymond, 235) 


After Randolph County was formed, Harrison County was laid off into three districts. County 
Court determined on 18 April 1787 that John McCalley be appointed Commissioner to serve in 
the first district, Nicholas Carpenter to serve in the second district and John Powers in the third 
district. It should be noted that John McCalley was the son-in-law of Carpenter, and that John 
Powers was also an ancestor of our family. He was the father-in-law of Hezekiah Stout. 
(Haymond, 208) 


Nicholas Carpenter was named as sheriff on 20 November 1787 (Haymond, p. 209) 


Education was a consideration in the frontier although there were no academies west of the 
Appalachians. Prior to 1788 one-sixth of the surveyors’ fees were to go to help finance William 
and Mary. In 1788 the Randolph Academy became the first academy west of the Appalachians. 
It was to be to the territory west of the mountains what William and Mary College was to the 
Tidewater. One-sixth of the fees from Ohio, Monongalia, Harrison and Randolph counties were 
now to be diverted to Randolph Academy. Nicholas Carpenter was among the Harrison County 
men who took oaths as trustees on April 23, 1788. Trustees also included George Jackson, 
Benjamin Wilson, and John Powers. (Davis, pp. 607-608) 


The first session opened in August 1795 with students who had read this advertisement: 


“The Trustees of the Randolph Academy notify the public that they have erected 
in the town of Clarksburg, Harrison County, Virginia, a commodious building, in 
order to carry into effect the laudable design of the Institution, and accordingly 
have employed as a tutor in the said Academy the Rev'd George Towers, lately 
from England, a gentleman of undoubted character and abilities, who has 
engaged to teach the Latin and Greek Languages, the English Grammatically, 
Arithmetic and Geography. The price of tuition will be, for the Latin and Greek, 
sixteen dollars, for Geography, six dollars, for Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, 
five dollars per annum, to be paid quarterly. Genteel boarding can be had in the 
town or neighborhood on reasonable terms.” (Taken from Ambler, Education, p. 
75) (Davis, 608) 


Nicholas Carpenter was listed as one of the persons “who voted at the Court House in 
Clarksburg for the County of Harrison, on Wednesday, the 7‘ day of January, 1789, for an 
elector, agreeable to an act of General Assembly passed at Richmond, the — day of October, 
1788, for the purposes therein contained.” This was the first election for president. At this 
election, George Washington was elected president. Among those voting were freeholders or 
electors from Harrison County: Alexander Sleeth, Nicholas Carpenter, John Powers, Enoch 
Betts, John Wolf. (Haymond, pp. 409-410) 
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In the thirteenth year of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Superior Court was held for the District 
of Harrison, Monongalia, Ohio and Randolph Counties at the Monongalia Court House. This 
meeting took place on 4 May 1789. Nicholas Carpenter was one of the members of the Grand 
Jury who appeared that day. There were insufficient numbers of Grand Jury members to hold 
court, so those who had been summoned and had not reported were each fined four hundred 
pounds of tobacco. (Haymond, p. 188) 


In 1790 forty families of Seventh Day Baptists settled on the headwaters of Ten Mile Creek in 
1790 and built a blockhouse near the forks of Patterson and Ten Mile creeks to protect 
themselves against the Indians. Up to this time the only structure in the area was a hunting 
lodge that had been erected by Nicholas Carpenter and used by him occasionally when he 
hunted and trapped for wild game. This was one of several hunting lodges that Carpenter had 
built in different areas. “Samuel Fitz Randolph had purchased the tomahawk rights to the land, 
sight unseen, from the widow of Joseph Swearingen and had encouraged the congregation of 
the Shrewsbury, New Jersey, Seventh Day Baptist Church to settle the land.” This is near 
present-day Salem, West Virginia. (Davis, p. 368) 


Nicholas Carpenter not only supported his large family through hunting, trapping and serving in 
political offices and appointments, but he owned three blacksmith shops and a store. He also 
sold cattle to settlers and soldiers which necessitated large cattle drives through the frontier. 
The following account appears in Haymond’s history. 


“In the month of September, 1791, Nicholas Carpenter set off from Clarksburg 
for Marietta with a drove of cattle to sell to the settlers in that vicinity and the 
soldiers of Fort Harmar, and after several days travel encamped near the Ohio 
River for the night. 


“Early the next morning while breaking camp the drovers were fired upon by a 
party of Indians, killing one and wounding another of the party. The remainder 
endeavored to save themselves by flight but Carpenter being a cripple by reason 
of a wound received some years before, plunged into a pond of water, where he 
fondly hoped he would escape observation, but both he and his son, who had 
likewise sought security there, were discovered, tomahawked and scalped. 


“George Leggett, one of the party, was never afterwards heard of, but Jesse 
Hughes succeeded in getting off though under disadvantageous circumstances. 
He wore long leggings and when the firing commenced at the camp they were 
fastened at the top of his belt but hanging loose below. Although an active 
runner he found that his pursuers were gaining and must ultimately overtake 
him if he did not rid himself of this incumbrance. For this purpose he halted 
somewhat, and stepping on the lower part of his leggings broke the string which 
tied them to his belt, but before he accomplished this, one of the savages 
approached and hurled a tomahawk at him. It barely grazed his head and he 
then again took to flight and soon got off. 
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“It was afterwards learned that the Indians by whom this mischief was effected 
had crossing the Oho River near the mouth of the Little Kanawha, where they 
captured a negro belonging to Captain James Neal and continued on towards the 
settlements on the West fork until they came upon the trail made by Carpenter’s 
cattle. 


“Supposing they belonged to families moving they followed on until they came 
upon the drovers and tying the negro boy to a sapling made an attack on them. 
The boy finding himself alone worked away at his fastening until he got loose 
and got safely away to Neal’s Station. He told that the Indians danced and 
expressed great delight when they discovered Carpenter’s trail and hurried on 
after him.” (Haymond, p. 116) 


Several accounts of the massacre of Nicholas Carpenter have been published. The previous 
account appears in the History of Harrison County by Henry Haymond. It was published in 
1910. The narrative precedes items of the court relating to the massacre. Other accounts are 
found later in this document. They each vary in the degree of details presented, but carry the 
same general information. No stone marks the burial place of Nicholas and his son. However, a 
West Virginia Historical Marker was erected in the area of the massacre at Waverly on Rt. 2. 
Although the marker is now missing, it read: “Dunmore’s Camp .. . Lord Dunmore’s army train 
camped here in 1774 on the way into the Indian country. The route followed the old trail, 
crossing the Ohio at the mouth of Hocking River. Here in 1791 Indians killed Nicholas Carpenter 
and family.” (West Virginia Division of Culture and History) 


The following order was entered on 30 November 1820 at the Harrison County Court: 

“It being this day proved to the satisfaction of the Court by the oath of David Carpenter, that 
Nicholas Carpenter was killed by the Indians on the 4 day of October in the year 1791, and 
that Nancy Carpenter, daughter of the said Nicholas Carpenter, was born on the 15" day of 
March 1792, and ordered that the same be certified.” (Haymond, pp. 116-117) 


Note that in the above court document, the wife of Nicholas Carpenter, Mary Wolfe Carpenter, 
was with child when her husband and son were murdered. They had a large family of thirteen 
children. Some had matured and were married by this time, but yet the widow had young 
children to care for in frontier times. At the time of his death, Nicholas owned three blacksmith 
shops and a store. There was a school house on his property. He had served as a judge for the 
previous seven years. (Carpenter. . ., p. 30) Carpenter was a prosperous man living in frontier 
times. However, he took credit from his customers, and the task of settling the estate and 
raising a family was a formidable one. Carpenter had left a will and requested that his friends 
William Haymond, John Wade Loofbourrow and Alexander Rowand serve as executors of his 
estate. Records of Carpenter’s will and estate appraisal are attached. 


A little more than a year had passed after her husband’s death when Mary remarried; her new 
husband was Thomas Cooly whom she wed in Harrison County on 20" of November 1792. 
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In May following her marriage Mary Carpenter, now Mary Cooly, and her husband Thomas 
were summoned to appear at the next court as petitioned by John W. Loofbourow and William 
Haymond who were serving as securities for her in the settling of Nicholas Carpenter’s estate. 
Problems in settling the estate continued for years with numerous references in the Harrison 
County Court Records. 


On the 26 Oct 1800 Mary married Enoch Betts. It is assumed that Mr. Cooly has passed away in 
those short years. 
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Court records of 18 June 1803 include: “William Stuart vs. Mary Betts and Enoch Betts 
executors of Nicholas Carpenter deceased.” On 2 September 1805 the court ruled on William 
Stuart vs. Mary Betts and Enoch Betts, executors of the estate of Nicholas Carpenter, deceased. 
Mary and Enoch did not appear. Stuart received judgment for 6£ with interest from 20 May 
1791. In October 1805 an indenture of bargain and sale was presented in the Harrison County 
Court for part of the Nicholas Carpenter land that was located on the west side of the river. 
The property transferred from Enoch Betts and Mary, his wife, to A. Hickman. 


Mary may have died about 1810. She did not sign a deed of 1 January 1811 regarding property 
in which she had a dower or one-third interest that was released to Benjamin Wilson, Jr. She 
was probably buried in the Daniel Davisson Cemetery at the site of the Hopewell Church 


located on West Main Street in Clarksburg. (Carpenter. . ., p. 76) 


--submitted by Mary Glass 


SOURCES: 


Carpenter Barr Wilson. Unpublished manuscript, 1981. (Located at the Central West Virginia 
Genealogy and History Library, #FA112 


Davis, Dorothy. History of Harrison County West Virginia. Clarksburg, West Virginia: American 
Association of University Women, 1970. 
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Haymond, Henry. History of Harrison County West Virginia. Morgantown, WV: Acme 
Publishing Company, 1910. 
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Highway Markers Database.” 
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1852 New Year Resolutions 


----- Original Message ----- 

Subject: 1852 NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 

Thought you all might like this. | think it must describe a few of my ancestors. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


1852 NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 

It is New Year's Eve 1852 and Dennis Ward sits at his desk by candlelight. He dips his quill pen in ink 
and begins to writes his New Year's resolutions. 

1. No man is truly well-educated unless he learns to spell his name at least three different ways within 
the same document. | resolve to give the appearance of being extremely well-educated in the coming 
year. 

2. | resolve to see to it that all of my children will have the same names that my ancestors have used for 
six generations in a row and the same as my 

brother's children if born closely together. 


3. My age is no one's business but my own. | hereby resolve to never list the same age or birth year 
twice on any document. 


4. | resolve to have each of my children baptized in a different church — either in a different faith or ina 
different parish. .Every third child will not be baptized at all or will! be baptized by an itinerant minister 
who keeps no records. 


5. | resolve to move to a new town, new county, or new state at least once every 10 years —- just before 
those pesky enumerators come around asking silly questions. 


6. | will make every attempt to reside in counties and towns where no vital records are maintained or 
where the courthouse burns down every few years. 


7. | resolve to join an obscure religious cult that does not believe in record keeping or in participating in 
military service. 


8. When the tax collector comes to my door, I'll loan him my pen, which has been dipped in rapidly fading 
blue ink. 


9. | resolve that if my beloved wife Mary should die, | will marry another Mary. 


10. | resolve not to make a will. Who needs to spend money on a lawyer 


Submitted by Mary Sue Pletcher 


23 


“When our hearts turn to our ancestors, something changes inside us.” --Russell M. Nelson 


Starnes 


First Generation 


1. Leonard STARNES was born about 1751 in Madison or Augusta County, Virginia, British 
America. He died in 1828 at the age of 77 in Greene County, Tennessee, United States. 1. 
source: "Of Them That Left a Name Behind" by Starnes and Starnes 1983, page 746. 

2. children of Leonard Starnes submitted by Mrs. Thomas E. Brady, 227 East Broadway, 
Maumee, Ohio 43537. 


Second Generation 


2. Joseph STARNES Sr. was born about 1726. He served in the military as a Private during the 
Revolutionary War in 1778 in Virginia, United States. 


Joseph along with his father and other members on the family decided to go to Kentucky. They 
were acquainted with Daniel Boone and others who told of the beautiful and awe-inspiring lands 
beyond the Cumberland Gap, free for the settling. They had been living on Big Moccasin Creek 
in southwest Virginia. Joseph Jr. had, of course volunteered for the Washington County Militia's 
relief expedition to Boonesborough in Sept of 1778 and is listed among the names of 


those who lived more or less within the fort, at one time or another, from its completion in late 
July, 1776 up to the year 1783. This militia was a part of the Continental Army during the 
Revolutionary War. 


In the spring of 1779 they left Washington County and trekked into the Kentucky wilderness, 
scouting for new land favorable for settlement and farming. It was on one of these sorties that the 
worst disaster struck the family, later called "Starnes' Defeat." 

Source: Of Them That Left a Name Behind: A History of the Starnes Family's First 125 Years 
and Beyond in America, Herman Starnes, Heritage Books, October 1, 2007. 


He died "Starnes' Defeat" on 7 Apr 1779 at the age of 53 in Blue Lick, Robertson, Kentucky, 
United States. 


The four family members began their scouting activity following a small, narrow foot or game 


path around the base of Joe Lick Knob and south until they turned east through the pass with 
Robe Mountain high on their right. They entered the narrow Blue Licks Creek Valley just below 
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the headwater springs. On the banks of the creek, in a wooded area about half a mile or more 
below the lower Blue Licks Springs, a large party of Indians attacked the Starnes. 


Joseph Jr. describes the disaster: "I was once in a company of four in the year 1779, April 7th 
over a watercourse in Virginia back of the settlements towards Boonesborough where we were 
fired on by about 25 to 30 Indians. My father, Captain Joseph Starnes Sr., my Uncle Frederick 
Starnes Jr. and brother-in-law Michael Moyer were shot and killed and I made my escape 
although they saw me for upwards of a mile and kept firing on me, but I made my escape in the 
cane and other undergrowth. '[1] 


Joseph made his way back to Boonesborough and told of the horror he had witnessed. Colonel 
William Whitley set out from the Crab Orchard with a small party to investigate. Joseph does not 
say so but he must have guided Colonel Whitley to that remote spot in northern Kentucky. 
Whitley, whose brick home still stands as a state shrine, dictated his recollection of the event to 
his son-in-law as follows: "Starnes Defeat was in April 1779. Frederick Starn, Joseph Starn and 
Michael Moyer was killed at Blue Lick, now Madison County. I buried them. Frederick's eyes 
were taken out by the birds. Joseph Starnes’ foot I could not find. Michael was cut to pieces, he 
being quite opulent and his heart taken out."[2] 

Joseph Sr. made his escape down the creek through the cane which was still growing there 


in 1979 on the south bank two hundred years later. This area is just above the Central Kentucky 
Wildlife Dam and down the slope from the west end of the Pilot Knob Cemetery. Since old 
cemeteries tend to be located on the sites of the earliest known burials, it is a reasonable 
speculation that Col. Whitley buried the Starnes there on the knoll, just off the Wilderness Trail. 
Source: [1] Joseph Starnes' Sworn Pension Statement. 


[2] Bayles Harden, ed. Whitley Papers, Vol. 9, Draper Manuscripts, Kentucky Papers, Register, 
Kentucky State Historical Society, July, 1938, Vol. 36, No. 116, P. 200. Joseph was buried on 8 
Apr 1779 at Pilot Knob Cemetery in Berea, Madison, Kentucky, United States. Catharine 
CARLOCK or GARLACK and Joseph STARNES Sr. were married in 1745 in , Rockbridge, 
Virginia, British America. 


3. Catharine CARLOCK or GARLACK was born on 22 Jun 1726 in Virginia, British 
America. She died on 18 May 1779 at the age of 52 in Washington, Virginia, British America. 


Third Generation 


Frederick STARNES Sr.! was born in 1700 in Alzey, Alzey-Worms, Rheinland-Pfalz, 
Germany.! He died in 1775 at the age of 75 in Sulphur Springs Heights, Smyth, Virginia, British 
America.' He was buried in 1775 at Sulphur Springs Cemetery in Sulphur Springs Heights, 
Smyth, 


Virginia, British America.' 
Frederick Staring/Starnes/Starns/Stearns was born near the 


village of Alzey, in the Palatine region of what is now Germany in 
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about 1700. He came with his father Adam, and uncles Nicholas and Valentine (and various 
unnamed members of their families) to Rotterdam, then to London, then 


arrived in New York in 1710. 
Frederick married Mary Goldman, a daughter of Conrad Goldman & his wife Anna Ursula 


Ritz, other Palatine immigrants. They were in NY as late as 1733, when Frederick was listed as 
an Ensign in the NY Militia, spent a brief time with her mother and brothers on the Juniata River 
in Pennsylvania around 1740-43, and arrived in Virginia around 1744. Frederick's first 
homeplace in Virginia was a 500-acre tract on the New River. In 1747, 1750 and 1752, he was 
granted tracts on Crab Creek. In 1774, he was granted a 238-acre tract on the Holston River. 


The children of Frederick and Mary were: Valentine (c. 1722-1761, m. Jean Cunningham, died 
in Pennsylvania), Frederick, Jr. (c. 1724-1779, m. Mary, killed by the Indians on the Kentucky 
frontier), Leonard (c. 1726-1782, m. Anna Catherine, died in Virginia), Joseph (c. 1730-1779, m 
. Katherine, killed with his brother in Kentucky), Adam (c. 1732-1816, m. Caroline Carlock, died 
in Tennessee), Thomas (c. 1734-1818, died in Tennessee), and Sarah (c. 1738-1820, m. Jacob 
Myers). Several in the family went to North Carolina in the 1750s and 60s, and the oldest and 
also younger children of Frederick, Jr. and Joseph's widow and children ended up in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 


While it is not known for certain, it is believed that Frederick and his wife Mary are buried in 
Sulphur Springs Cemetery, near the site of their homeplace. Descendants placed a marker here in 
their memory in the 1990s. 

Sources: |. Frederick Starnes, Sr., Find A Grave Memorial #17701442, Photos added by John 
Field Pankow. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/17701442?search=true. 


2. Source of some data: Of Them that Left a Name Behind, A History of the Starnes Family 


Mary GOLDMAN and Frederick STARNES Sr. were married about 1721 in Scholharie, 
Scholharie, New York, British America. 


5. Mary GOLDMAN’ was born in 1703 in Gundheim, Alzey-Worms, Rheinland-Pfalz, 
Germany.’ She died in 1742 at the age of 39 in Washington, Virginia, British America.” She was 
buried in 1742 at Sulphur Springs Cemetery in Sulphur Springs Heights, Smyth, Virginia, British 
America.” A daughter of Conrad Goldman, Mary came with her family from the Palatine region 
of what is now Germany to New York in 1710. She married another Palatine immigrant, 
Frederick Starnes (Stearns, Starns, etc.) around 1721. They went first to 


Pennsylvania in the latter 1730s, and then to southwest Virginia by about 1740. 
Source: Biography, Mary Goldman Starnes, Find a Memorial #32449489, 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32449489?search=true 


6. Theobold David GERLACH was born on 2 May 1679 in Heidelberg, Baden-Wiirttemberg, 
Germany. He died in 1763 at the age of 84 in Augusta County, Virginia, British America. An 
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alternate death place of Brocks Gap, Rockingham, Virginia, British America was listed in a 
duplicate of Theobold David Gerlock, PID MILV-8YQ. 


7. Anna Maria LISEMUS was born in 1694 in Heidelberg, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany. She 
died about 1727 at the age of 33 in Augusta, Hampshire, Virginia, British America. 


Fourth Generation 


8. Nickel STARING was born about 1659 in Wonsheim, Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische Reich, 
Deutschland (Germany). He was christened on 26 Dec 1659 in Wonsheim, Kurpfalz, Heiliges 
Rémische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). Heiliges R6mische Reich means Holy Roman 
Empire. He died in 1759 at the age of 100 in Burnetsfield Patent, New York, British Colonial 
America. Anna Elisabeth BARCKEY and Nickel STARING were married on 17 Sep 1686 in 
Marnheim, Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). 


9. Anna Elisabeth BARCKEY was born on 26 Dec 1659 in Marnheim, Kurpfalz, Heiliges 
R6mische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). She was christened on 26 Dec 1659 in Marnheim, 
Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). 


10. Conradus GOLDMAN II was born in 1680 in Gundheim, Worms, Rheinhessen, Hessen, 
Germany. He died in 1744 at the age of 64 in Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, British 
America. 


"Johann Conrad Goldman (c. 1664-c. 1712) was probably born in Gundheim, Germany. I am 
uncertain of his parents' names (some sources state they were Johann Conrad & Johanna 
Cahterina). All that is definitely known is that he had two brothers, Anton Goldman (1652- 
1708), who was vice mayor of Gundheim, and Jois Valentine Goldman. 


Conrad was twice married. His first wife's name is unknown, and they had one daughter, Anna 
Maria, who married Jacobus Mittich in 1705. 


On 25 Nov. 1700, Conrad married Anna Ursula Ritz (c. 1675-1748). She was a daughter of Jois 
Ritz, a "citizen Bermerheims." In addition to her father, Conrad's brother, Anton Goldman was a 
witness at the wedding. 


Around 1709, they and their five children left Germany and went to Holland, the first part of a 
migration that led to their arrival in New York in the summer of 1710. Apparently, two of the 
children died at sea, because a list of those in the Palatine camp at Hunterstown, east bank of the 
Hudson River, New York dated 4 July 1710, lists the Goldman family with two adults and three 
children. 


In August of 1711, Conrad was listed as a volunteer soldier in Queen Anne’s war at Port Royal 


Canada. He may have been killer or died in the war, or he may have died after returning home. 
However, sometime prior to 1717, his wife was listed as "Widow Goldman." 


od: 


I believe their children are: Jacob, c. 1702-1750; Conrad Jr., c. 1702-1744; Mary, c. 1703-1778; 
Unknown child, died at sea, c. 1710; Unknown child, died at sea, c. 1710; Johan George, c. 
1711-1820." 

Source: Conrad Goldman, Find A Grave Memorial #135179159, information from John Field 
Pankow, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135179159/conrad-goldman 


Disputed: 


Conradus Goldmann and Conradi Goldmann/Goltman were various Latin versions of the same 
name, Conrad Goldman. Church records such as christenings and marriages were often written in 
Latin. This Conrad was Catholic, so he wasn't the same person as Johann Conrad Goldman, 
a.k.a. Conrad Goldman the 1709/1710 immigrant to America, who was Lutheran (see LHFX- 
7Q8 and http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?0p=GET&db=kbkeeley&id=18419). 
Attached source records from the Catholic Church at Gundheim, Rheinhessen, Hesse-Darmstadt 
(Germany) show that the Catholic man named Conrad Goldman married first, Ursula Ritz, on 25 
Nov 1700. She apparently died, then he married Anna Ursula Carels on 13 Nov 1703 in the same 
Catholic Church in Gundheim, Rheinhessen, Hesse-Darmstadt (Germany). They had a daughter 
named Joanna Catharina christened 26 Dec 1704, a son named Joannes (John) Balthasarus 
(Balthasar) Goldman christened 10 Feb 1712, and undoubtedly more children whose christening 
records are missing. The daughter Joanna Catharina married Joem. Petrum Beluff on 22 Oct 
1726, another proof that this family remained in Germany rather than emigrating to America in 
1709/1710. 


In German church records, whenever two given names appear, the first name was usually a 
"saint's name", and the second name was the one the person would normally use. So Conrad's 
second wife, Anna Ursula, would have gone by the name Ursula and was listed as such in her 
son's christening record in 1712 in Gundheim, Germany. 


Source: Richard Clinker, note in Family Search Anna Ursula RITZ and Conradus GOLDMAN II 
were married on 25 Nov 1700 at Katholisch in Gundheim, Rheinhessen, Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany. 


11. Anna Ursula RITZ was born in 1675 in Alzey, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany. She died on 10 
May 1748 at the age of 73 in Tulpehocken Township, Berks, Pennsylvania, British America. She 
was buried in 1748 in Stouchsburg, Berks, Pennsylvania, British America. 


Anna Ursula Ritz (c. 1675-1748), was a daughter of Jois Ritz, a "citizen Bermerheims." She 
married Johann Conrad Goldman (c. 1664-c. 1712), a widower, on 25 November 1700, at 
Gundheim, Germany. Around 1709, they and their five children left Germany and went to 
Holland, the first part of a migration that led to their arrival in New York in the summer of 1710. 
Apparently, two of the children died at sea, because a list of those in the Palatine camp at 
Hunterstown, east bank of the Hudson River, New York dated 4 July 1710, lists the Goldman 
family with two adults and three children. By about 1717, Anna Ursula is listed as Widow 
Goldman, with three children. (I think perhaps the oldest son had left, because I believe there 
was a son born around 1711.) Around 1724, the Goldman family, along with a number of other 
Palatine German immigrants, left New York and went to Pennsylvania at the invitation of 
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Pennsylvania's Governor Sir William Keith, 4th Baronet. *Keith applied for a position as 
lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania and its three lower counties (now Delaware). He voyaged to 
England and returned to America with a commission. While serving as lieutenant governor, 
Keith resided in a country manor, Graeme Park in Horsham, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 
Popular with the colonists, he organized a militia (no small feat in a Quaker colony) and 
established a high court of chancery. He also arranged peace conferences with the Indians and 
promoted laws allowing wives of sailors at sea to become femme sole traders. 


Source: Wikipedia,https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_William_Keith,_4th_Baronet]. 

"Conrad’s widow Anna Ursula never married again. Unusual during her lifetime. She raised her 
4 or 5 children (Three of which were boys) alone on land that was allotted to the Goldman family 
in the Tulpehoken Settlement of Pennsylvania by Governor Keith. The original 150 acres is 
located 2 miles northwest of the Reformed Church in present day Jackson Township, Berks and 
Lebanon county line, just east of Myerstown. They did not travel with the first group to 
Tulpehoken Settlement but followed soon after 1723. It is not known if the land was noted to the 
widow Goldman or her son Conrad when he was of age to own the land. (Incident at Tulpehoken 


by Francis Jennings, Christ Lutheran Church Records)" from a family tree found on line. 

And from the same source, "The Rev. Johann N. Kurtz of Christ Lutheran Church, Wosendorf 
record her death by this entry; "Buried Old Mrs. Goldman today." While the site of her grave is 
not definitely known, it seems likely she was buried here. (Her youngest son had 


helped lay the cornerstone for the church building in 1743.) 
Source: Anna Ursula Ritz Goldman, Find A Grave Memorial #135178971, information from 
John Field Pankow, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135 17897 1/anna-ursula-goldman 


12. Hans Peter GERLACH was born on 23 Jan 1631 in Cusel, Herzogtum Pfalz-Zweibriicken, 
Heiliges R6mische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). The spelling was Cusel until 1865 when it 
was changed to Kusel. 


Herzogtum means Duchy, Palatinate-Zweibriicken (German: Herzogtum Pfalz-Zweibriiken) was 
a territory of the Holy Roman Empire, ruled between 1182 and 1190 by the House of Walramide. 
The last count of the Walramide line, Eberhard II, who had no children and was impoverished by 
numerous feuds, pledged it in 1385 to the Counts Palatine from the palatine line of the House of 
Wittelsbach, by a branch of the House of Wittelsbach. Heiliges R6mische Reich translates to 
Holy Roman Empire. 


He was christened on 23 Jan 1631 in Cusel, Herzogtum Pfalz-Zweibriicken, Heiliges R6mische 
Reich, Deutschland (Germany). He died in 1687 at the age of 56 in Roda, Borna, Leipzig, 
Sachsen, Germany. Anna Maria KUMMER and Hans Peter GERLACH were married about 
1654 in Heidelberg, Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische Reich, Deutschland (Germany). 


13. Anna Maria KUMMER was born in 1634 in Heidelberg, Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische 
Reich, Deutschland (Germany). Heiliges R6mische Reich translates to Holy Roman Empire. She 
died in 1684 at the age of 50 in Heidelberg, Kurpfalz, Heiliges R6mische Reich, Deutschland 
(Germany). 
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1. "Find A Grave Index," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVLL-D4LK : 13 
December 2015), Frederick Starns, ; Burial, Sulphur Springs Heights, Smyth, Virginia, United States of America, 
Sulphur Springs Cemetery; citing record ID 100020749, Find a Grave, http://www.findagrave.com. 


2. "Find A Grave Index," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVKC-9NGZ : 11 July 
2016), Mary Goldman Starnes, ; Burial, Sulphur Springs Heights, Smyth, Virginia, United States of America, 
Sulphur Springs Cemetery; citing record ID 32449489, Find a Grave, http://www.findagrave.com. 


Frederick Staring/Starnes/Starns/Stearns was born near the village of Alzey, in the 
Palatine region of what is now Germany c. 1700. He came with his father Adam, 
and uncles Nicholas and Valentine (and various unnamed members of their 
families) to Rotterdam, then to London, then arrived in New York in 1710. He 
married Mary Goldman, a daughter of Conrad Goldman, another Palatine 
immigrant. They were in NY as late as 1733, spent a brief time with her brothers in 
Pennsylvania, and arrived in Virginia around 1740. While it is not known for certain, 
it is believed that Frederick and his wife Mary are buried in this cemetery, near the 
site of their homeplace. Descendants placed a marker here in his memory in the 
1990s. 


PERAK EERE KK ERR RE RRR HHH REE ANH REE REE HKRK EERE ARH EEE EAN RRR ARH 
Mary Goldman Starnes - 


A daughter of Conrad Goldman, Mary came with her family from the Palatine 
region of what is now Germany to New York in 1710. She married another Palatine 
immigrant, Frederick Starnes (Stearns, Starns, etc.) around 1721. They went first 
to Pennsylvania in the latter 1730s, and then to soutwest Virginia by about 1740. 


é 


“Every mow ix a quotation from all his ancestors.” 
--Rolph Waldo Emersow 
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Page6-A 


Letters To The Editor: Readers Present Vie 


To the Editor, 

In vieW of the number of those of 
the Starnes surname in your area of 
circulation, we thought perhaps you 


might be interested in running an. 


item in one of your ‘editions 
somewhat ‘along the lines shown 
below. . 

A number of those of the Starnes 
family surname and their relatives in 
the area have received -an- 
nouncements of the awaited publica- 
tion of their first complete early 
family history and genealogy, entitl- 
ed “Of Them That Left a Name 
Behind.” The volume of over 800 
pages traces the family immigration 
from a small village in Germany, to 
Holland, to England to New York; 
the migration to Virginia, then to 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and Louisiana. 

Both co-authors are seventh- 
8eneration descendants of the im- 
migrant youth Frederick Staring 
who became known as Frederick 
Starnes on the Virginia frontier of the 
1740's. They grew up, lived and 
researched in the areas once oc- 
cupied by their ancestors. H. Gerald 
Starnes BS, MBA, of the Virginia- 
Tennessee branch, has authored 
Several published technical articles 
[and engineering papers. Herman 
Starnes, of the North Carolina line, 


“militia in the County: during. the. last 
two years of the Reyolutionary-War. 


has previously authored and publish- 
ed “The Plyler Genealogy,” a well 
received research of his maternal 
ancestry. Over the years, many have 
come to regard them as authorities 
on the family history and lineage. ~ 
During the French and Indian War 
three of the Starnes’ first came to 
North Carolina with the detachment 
of Southwest Virginia Militia‘for the 
Cherokee Expedition of 1759-60. By 


.valleys in Tennessee, 


Statesville Record & Landmark 
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Tuesday, July 26, 1983 


fairs. 

Over 200 maps and photographs 
show where the early Starnes-Starns 
settlers lived, farmed, fought, died 
and are buried from the Hudson and 
Mohawk valleys in New York to the 
Holston and Clinch in Virginia; the 
Kentucky River, Cane Creek in North 
Carolina; Lee and Nolichucky 
and the 
Tickfaw River {n Louisiana. 


1768 a few of the family had moved’ Numerous lines and branches are 


into Old Mecklenburg County. John ‘ 
Starnes commanded, a-company of 


From early settlements: along:Cane , 
Creek, today thé clan‘has grown:to 
over a thousand family households in 
the state, many of which live in 
Statesville and surrounding areas. 


The book encompasses. this fami-- 
ly’s participation in the making of 
American Frontier history on 


presented in the extensive 
‘Senealogical listings. 


.4¢ ‘This writing makes available to the 4 
‘redder, an easy to read, enlightening, 
APE ‘entertaining narrative with sup- 


porting genetic-lineages of this ex- 
-tremely colorful old family in the 
anals of American history. With the 
detailed historical accounts’ and 
genealogical data contained- in this 
compilation, most -.Starnes-Starns 


several fronts: early wilderness set: , 


tlements; Indian fighting; militia 
service in the French and Indian, 
Revolutionary, and 1812 wars. Were 
they fiction, the true documented 
adventures of some of the Starnes’ 
ancestors would make them heroes 
in any early American historical 
novel. A few of the girls had their day. 
in the courts of the times as a result 
of romantic interludes and illicit af- 


descendants might reasonably ex- 
pect to become knowledgeable 
enough of the family to be able to 
trace their own individual line of 
ancestry. The authors have pur- 
posedly concentrated on organizing 
and interpreting the usually sparse, 
difficult and incomplete early 
records into a comprehensive format 
that can serve as a base for further 

Well over 50 years of combined 
research effort by the co-authors and 
two principal contributors has gone 
into this work. 

Scores of family members, 
relatives and others have, over the 
years, provided literally thousands of 
records, bits and pieces of informa- 
tion which wre assimilated into the 
manuscript. p 

The reinforced case bound six-by- 
nine book size volume is being 

= = 


published by Gateway Press Inc. of 
Baltimore, Md. Copies of “Of Them 
That Left a Name Behind” may be 
obtained, for a limited time at the 
pre-publication price of $35 plus 3.20 
handling, shipping and insurance 
costs from the Now & Then 
Bookstore, 103 W. Franklin St., 


wpoints On Local Issues 


Monroe, N.C. 28110, according to the 
announcement, 


Very truly yours, 
H.G. Starnes 
Box 355A 


Ridge Road - 


Scotia, N.Y., 12302 


Sr. 


The McCartney Family 


The Scottish-Irish McCartney ancestry traces back to a Scottish clan migrating during the 16 
and 17" centuries from Scotland to Ireland during the British government’s overthrowing the 
last of the Irish earls and taking over the Province of Ulster in Ireland. Many Irish immigrated to 


America due to economic depression of the Irish potato famine. 


During the American Revolutionary War, Andrew McCartney (1749—1815) emigrated from 
Ireland to America in 1775 with his 3-month-old son, Thomas (1775—1863). Andrew was 
enlisted August 19, 1776 and paid 50 shillings. He was on the muster roll of three different 
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detachments for the company of Capt. Ross, Johnston, and Paxton belonging to Col. Thomas 
Porter’s Battalion of Lancaster County militias. 


Andrew married Sarah Wienbright (1753—1850). He received a land grant of 177 acres of land 
on the creek and off the East Branch of Jackson River in Bath County, VA the 5" of January 
1803. This grant was given for service to the State and nation. 


His son, Thomas, owned 15,000 acres of land in the area that is now Lewis County. His 
grandson, Elijah Weinbright McCartney later increased the property to 24,000 acres in the 
southern half of Lewis County, including the towns of Ireland, Ingo, Wildcat, Duffy, Kanawha 
Head, etc. Thomas was buried in the Thomas McCartney Cemetery, Bablin, Lewis County. It is 
presently not accessible due to the necessity to cross a stream without a bridge. The cemetery 
has not been maintained and is badly overgrown. 


Thomas married Sarah Bennett (1780—1850), and they had the 
following children: 

Mary, Andrew, Hannah S., William Bailey, Rebecca, George Dexter, 
Malinda C. and Elijah Weinbright McCartney (pictured) 


Obituary of Andrew McCartney, son of Thomas, grandson of Andrew. 


September 9, 1883: dies at this place last Thursday, Andrew 
McCartney, an old resident, aged 79 years and 11 months. The deceased moved to this county 
in 1835 and has been a resident since that time until his death except about one year during 
the late war when he served as a member of Company E, 84" Indiana Volunteers until 
discharged on account of disease contracted in the service. He was the father of 24 children, 11 
of whom are living. He was a kind and good citizen and was generally respected by all. The old 
gentleman now sleeps the sleep that knows no waking. Let his good actions live after him. Let 
his faults, if any he had, be interred with his bones. His children here with whom he resided 
wish to thank the friends and neighbors for their assistance and attention during the last illness 
of the deceased. Source: History of Randolph County by Tucker 1882, pg 101 


Submitted by Carol White 


Na 


“Whether we recognize it or not, we are commected with our 
past....People who care nothing for the past usually have 
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no thought for the future and are selfish the way they 
use the present.” --Spencer W. Kimball 


The Shock Family in Gilmer County 


The earliest known progenitor of the Shock family was Henry Shock (1742—1816). One source 
suggests that he was born in Germany, coming with his parents to America before 1750. He 
married Elizabeth Holtzsapfel in York, PA, circa 1768. He first settled in PA before moving to 
Greenbrier County, WV. Henry is buried in the Rosedale Methodist Cemetery (Gilmer 240). 


Henry and Elizabeth’s son, Jacob, owned a huge parcel of land along Steer Creek in Gilmer 
County. The small town of Rosedale, once a booming oil town, was built on property once 
owned by him. Down the road lies the community of Shock, named after Jacob’s son, 
Alexander. Jacob Shock married Mary Green. They are buried in Rosedale. 


Their son, Alexander Shock (1815—1892) married Eliza Stump (1821—1914), who was the 

soe Moa of Michael seo il ane Magdalena Richards. The community of Stumptown in 
Gilmer County was named for Michael Stump. His 
descendants erected the monument (pictured) to 
Michael and Magdalena. Made of concrete, it resembles 
astump. Their grave is on private property on Steer 
Creek between Stumptown and Shock. 


hea 
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Alexander and Eliza constructed a log house in the 
community of Shock at the mouth of Tanner Fork on 
Steer Creek in Gilmer County. The house remained until 
just a few years ago when it became unsafe. 


In the picture, Eliza Stump Shock is sitting with her 


children, Lucy and Henry. 


Gilmer County WV History relates the 
following story: 


“Family tradition tells how Alexander 
and Eliza built a log pen and kept 


fires to keep wolves from their sheep. They soon built a two-story log house.....In later years, 
Eliza entertained neighborhood children with tales of chasing panthers, catching wolves, and 
braving the hardships of frontier living. A favorite story was about a buck deer that slipped and 
fell on the ice. Eliza ran out and grabbed it by the horns, yelling ‘Jag it, Daddy!’ Alex cut the 
deer’s throat while Eliza held on for dear life, and they had fresh venison.” 


Eliza told children about the time she and Alexander first moved to Shock from Rosedale. They 
built a shed, covering it with brush on three sides, leaving one side open. The fire out front 
warmed the place. They lived there until they built the log house. The house was made of hewn 
poplar logs, some of which were close to two feet across (Tallman 


n.p.) 


Alexander and Eliza had 10 children. Pictured are Alexander 
Shock and his daughter Lucy Shock Schoolcraft (1847—1915). 


Sources: 

Gilmer County West Virginia History, 1845—1989. 
Summersville: S.E. Grose & Assoc., Inc., 1994. 

Tallman, Paul. “Interview of Robert Miller.” Glenville State 
College Archives, 1983. 


Alexander and Eliza’s daughter, Lelia Ann Shock (1854—1902), 
married Clarence Leon Parker (1854—1932) from Meigs County, 
Ohio. One day as I was researching the Shock family, I noticed 
that Clarence Parker died in Moundsville, Marshall County, WV. 
I thought that was curious since he and Lelia lived along Steer 
Creek in Gilmer County where the Shock family flourished. I determined that I would attempt to 
solve the mystery of how he ended up in Moundsville. I discovered the newspaper article below. 
Parts are faded, but enough of the story remains to figure out the story. 


d “Let us before we die, gather up our heritage, and offer it to our children.” —Will Durant 
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_ Shortly after.the death of his 
wife Leroy Miller purchased a 
‘tract of land of Louis Bennett, 
and in running the metes and 
Jounds one line *ans down in 
Mr Parkerss orchard, 1 ga 


in his atohard getting apples, and 
notifies them to get out or he 
-} would shoot, The bovs dared him 
to shoot and started wward him 
‘ina threatening manner. Parker 
goes into the house » returns: with 
a ‘shot gun, and John: Miller ad 
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Alexander Jacob “Jake” Shock, son of 
Alexander and Eliza Shock spent some time in 
California with his brother, John R. Shock. He 
wrote the following letter to his parents. 


Jake is pictured at left with his son, Albert. 
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“Whew w society or wv 
ciwilizatiow perishes, one 
condition caw aways be 
found. They forgot where 
they came from.” 

--CarlSandbury 


ee 


Submitted by Carol White 


“Family life is like a runny peach pie—not perfect but who’s complaining?” 
—Robert Brault 
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The Life and Times of Anthony Triplett 
by Ralph Bennett 


Anthony TRIPLETT was born 18 December 1841 among the hills of the Dry Fork region of 
Randolph County, West Virginia. He was the seventh and youngest child of John and Nancy 
BENNETT KI/TTLE TRIPLETT. 1 

Anthony’s father John was born in Baltimore Maryland, 28 August 1778. He first married 
Christina ‘Sally’ KITTLE, born 1783 in Randolph County, a daughter of Jacob KITTLE (1757-1844) 
and Mary Ann HENDRICKSON KITTLE (1759-1834. John and Christina were married in 1800 and 
had at least 12 children. Christina died 16 February 1826, age 43 and is buried in Arnolds Hill 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Elkins, Randolph County. 

Anthony’s mother was born in 1798 as Nancy BENNETT in Fauquier County, Virginia, a 
daughter of Jacob and Sarah (SPRINGSTONE ?) BENNETT of that county. The Reverend Simeon 
HARRIS married Nancy to her first husband Moses KITTLE, 26 December 1816 in Randolph 
County. Moses born 1791 in Randolph County, was a son of Jacob & Mary Ann HENDRICKSON 
KITTLE. While vital and genealogical records are unclear, it appears that five Kittle children were 
born of the marriage of Moses and Nancy. Sarah, 1817, Benjamin 1819, Jesse, 1821, Margaret 
1823 and Christiania 1824. 

Moses KITTLE died 19 March 1825, about age 34 and is buried in the Maplewood 
Cemetery, Elkins. Jesse BENNETT, an older brother of Nancy was the administrator of Moses 
KITTLE’s 1825 will. 

In April 1829 Nancy, about age 31, next married John TRIPLETT, then age 51. John was 
the widowed husband of Christina KITTLE TRIPLETT. Christina was the sister of Nancy’s first 
husband Moses KITTLE. The 1850 federal census show John and Nancy continuing to live as a 
farming family in the Dry Fork district of Randolph County. The TRIPLETT children listed in the 
1850 census are Catherine age 17, Harriet 15, John 15, Randolph 12, Hickman 9, and Anthony 
age 8 years. John TRIPLETT died 1 June 1869 of dropsy, age 90 and is buried in an unmarked 
grave in Kelly Mountain Cemetery east of Elkins. Nancy died in 1880, age 82, at the Randolph 
County home of her son Hickman TRIPLETT. She is buried in an unmarked grave in the Primitive 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Montrose, Randolph County. 2 

With the coming of the American Civil War Randolph County, West Virginia existed as a 
border county in a border state. Civilian loyalties were sharply divided with some favoring 
secession and others remaining loyal to the Union. Within border states the Civil War pitted 
neighbor against neighbor. With their men away at war, women and children often experienced 
severe hardships and depredations. The wrong word spoken at the wrong time could land a 
civilian in jail. In some counties of present- day central West Virginia there was a breakdown of 
law and order with a level of brutal guerrilla warfare, or just plain murder, surpassed only by 
the war in Missouri and Kansas. For many, bitter resentments endured long after the end of the 
Civil War. 3 

Anthony TRIPLETT, enlisted as a 21-year-old Private in Company A, 18" Virginia Cavalry, 
along with his first cousins Oliver R. and Jasper WILMOTH TRIPLETT, sons of Job & Sydney 
WILMOTH TRIPLETT. Job was a son of John TRIPLETT by his father’s first marriage to Christina 
KITTLE. Confederate enlistment documents describe Anthony as six feet tall, brown eyes, florid 
complexion, brown hair, occupation farmer. These Triplett men lived in a sparsely populated 
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region, had little formal education and likely had not travelled far from home. They volunteered 
hoping to find honor and glory while later learning they had much to learn about war and 
themselves. For Anthony and many other young soldiers, despite its’ horrors, the Civil War was 
to be the greatest adventure of their lives. 

Anthony’s older brother John TRIPLETT left Randolph County about the beginning of the 
Civil War. Like many other young men, he perhaps preferred to go west rather than go to war. 
John was living as an unmarried Miner in Deer Lodge, Montana when he died of pneumonia in 
October 1879, age 45. 4 

Anthony’s military service with the 18" Virginia Cavalry was interrupted when he was 
captured 21 May 1863 by Union forces at Beverly, Randolph Country, during the Confederate 
Jones-Imboden raid into then northwestern Virginia. On 24 May 1863 Anthony was transferred 
to Fort Monroe, Virginia for exchange as a prisoner of war under the terms of the Dix-Hill POW 
Cartel. His service records show him being exchanged for parole two days later at City Point, 
Virginia, permitting Anthony to return to his regiment. 

During the remaining months of 1863 the 18 Cavalry was involved in constant 
operations of scouting and raids to disrupt Union army operations while foraging for much 
needed livestock and supplies. The highpoint of these operations was the Army of Northern 
Virginia’s Gettysburg campaign. While not directly involved in the fighting at Gettysburg the 
18" Cavalry played a vital role participating with other units as the rearguard for Lee’s Army 
until it crossed the Potomac River to the safety of northern Virginia. 

Several primary and secondary historical sources mention a skirmish that occurred on 
the night of Sunday 20 March 1864 that is illustrative of the irregular warfare existing in West 
Virginia border counties, a skirmish that nearly ended Anthony Triplett’s young life. A 
detachment of 13 soldiers from Company A, 18" Virginia Cavalry was sent into Randolph and 
Barbour County on a mission to harass Union wagon trains which may have also afforded these 
men an opportunity to visit families. (the 13 Co. A soldier’s names listed in end notes). 5 

Preparations were made to attack a supply wagon train near Beverly, however finding 
the wagon train too strongly defended these soldiers of Company A crossed into Tucker County 
and robbed the David WHEELER’s store three miles from the town of St. George, a frequent 
target for Confederate Cavalry. They then withdrew up the Dry Fork and bivouacked that night 
at the Sinks of Gandy in eastern Randolph County. The Confederates were pursued up Shaver’s 
Fork and Dry Fork by a Union Home Guard unit commanded by Captain Nathaniel LAMBERT, 
dubbed the “Swamp Dragons’ by their enemies. 

Ten of the Confederates were ambushed by the Home Guards while they were sleeping 
around their campfire at the Sinks of Gandy. The first volley instantly killed 20-year-old Oliver R. 
TRIPLETT. Anthony TRIPLETT and Dow ADAMS were wounded so severely they were thought to 
be dead. However, while Union home guards were stealing their boots the two men showed 
signs of life and were clubbed until they were presumed dead. The chaos and confusion that 
ensued can be imagined. The other eight men fled into the woods leaving clothing and guns 
behind. James WILSON and Addison STALNAKER fled without their boots, wrapping their feet in 
the capes of their coats tied on with their kerchiefs they eventually reached Hightown, Highland 
County, Virginia. After fleeing the attack Lafayette WARD and Jacob WILMOTH walked across 
miles of frozen ground without boots, finally reaching safety at the home of a Mr. ZICKEFOOSE. 
Fearing a night attack Eli and John TAYLOR had camped about a half mile from the others and 
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hearing gunfire were able to escape. Perry WEESE had chosen to spend this night at the home 
of Mr. TETER a nearby local farmer. WEESE and Mr. TETER were surprised and arrested the 
following morning by Union forces. After determining that Mr. TETER was not a Confederate 
soldier he was released. Perry WEESE spent the rest of the war in Camp Chase POW Prison in 
Columbus, Ohio. Taylor CHENOWETH captured in this skirmish was also imprisoned at Camp 
Chase and survived the war. The same Mr. TETER went to the site of the previous night’s 
ambush the next day and found Anthony and Dow ADAMS close to death. They were taken to a 
private residence in Highland County for care and miraculously recovered from their wounds. 
The body of Private Oliver R. TRIPLETT, struck by nine bullets was returned to his family. He is 
buried in the Maplewood Cemetery, Elkins, Randolph County. His brother Jasper was buried 
near his grave 29 December 1914. 6 

On 29 May 1864 Anthony TRIPLETT was arrested by Lt. Colonel HALL of the Union 10° 
West Virginia Infantry in Highland County, Virginia on charges of belonging to the 18" Virginia 
Cavalry. He was sent to the Atheneum military prison at Wheeling, West Virginia on 7 June 
1864 and later sent to Camp Chase Prison 6 October 1864. On 16 October Anthony appears on 
a list of Confederate prisoners who wished to sign the ‘oath of allegiance’, attesting loyalty to 
the United States as a condition for release. He claimed that at the time of his capture in 
Highland County he was not on duty for his regiment but rather had deserted in Rockingham 
County, Virginia following the costly Battle of Newmarket and was arrested while returning to 
his home. Camp Chase Prison documents and statements by Anthony seem to show there is 
likely some truth to his claims. Perhaps he realized that the Confederacy was disintegrating and 
the war for Southern independence was almost lost and it did not need his help to lose it. 

Anthony’s half-brother Benjamin WILSON KITTLE (a son of Moses and Nancy BENNETT 
KITTLE) was then also a POW at Camp Chase. While not a Confederate soldier he was arrested 
on charges of “bushwhacking” in Barbour County, December 1863. Benjamin did not request to 
take the oath of allegiance and died 5 August 1864 of chronic diarrhea, leaving his wife Emily 
and three children. Benjamin is buried in the Camp Chase prison cemetery, grave 193. “Benj. 
Kittle, Citizen” is inscribed on his prison gravestone. 7 

On 28 November 1864 a petition (see petition documents below) was sent to “ His 
Excellency Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States” and the Secretary of War by “loyal 
citizens of the County of Randolph, West Virginia”, requesting that Anthony TRIPLETT be 
allowed to take the oath of allegiance to the Union and be released from Camp Chase. Some of 
the signers were relatives of Anthony, however, what is interesting and somewhat unique for 
those times, is that this petition was signed by influential citizens of Randolph County who held 
strong Union loyalties. Subsequently, on 8 January 1865 Anthony was released from Camp 
Chase by order of US Secretary of War Stanton and returned to civilian life. 
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After the Civil War Anthony moved to Webster, Taylor County, West Virginia. He 
appears in each Federal census for Webster from 1870 until 1920 with his occupation listed as 
farmer. Anthony married Emeline Elizabeth LAKE, 6 October 1870 in Webster, a daughter of 
Washington and Amy WALDS LAKE. Anthony and Emeline had two daughters. Mattie Vivian, 
born 4 December 1871 and Rebecca Belle born 2 March 1879. 

Taylor County records show that Anthony died 13 December 1925 from a cerebral 
hemorrhage at age 83 years, 11 months and 25 days. He is buried in the secluded Lake 
Cemetery, Marion County, West Virginia with Emeline among other LAKE family members. 


End Notes: 
1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 
6) 


All place names unless otherwise noted, are in terms of locations and boundaries 
within present day West Virginia. 

Primary and secondary sources for genealogical and family information 
hereinafter are from available Federal Census returns 1810-1920, vital records, 
court, land & probate records, Randolph, Barbour and Taylor County, Wv. and 
Powell County, Montana record offices. Records also held at Archives & Records 
Library, State Archives, Charleston, Wv., West Virginia Regional History Center, 
Morgantown, Wv. and The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. Gravestone records, 
from Randolph & Taylor County, Wv. cemetery visits. 

Library & Archives, Arnold Hill Cemetery Association, Randolph County, an 
excellent local history source. 

Confederate military records, Compiled Confederate Service Records, Record 
Group 109, National Archives (NARA), Washington, D.C., Union Camp Chase POW 
Prison documents. U.S. Civil War POW Records, (NARA) , M598-26., ‘The 18% 
Virginia Cavalry, 2"4 edition, Roger U. Delauter Jr., 1985, Confederate Muster Rolls 
and POW records, Library of the Confederacy, Richmond., ‘The War of Rebellion, 
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies’, Series Il, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1899. Books, ‘Portals to Hell, Military Prisons of 
the Civil War’, Lonnie R. Speer, Stackpole Books, 1997 & ‘Lee’s Endangered Left, 
The Civil War in Western Virginia Spring of 1864’, Richard R. Duncan, Louisiana 
University Press, Baton Rouge, 1998, ‘French Harding, Civil War Memoirs’, May 
1861-May 1865, edited by Victor L. Thacker, McClain Printing Inc, Parsons, Wv., 
2001. 

Vital records, Deer Lodge & Powell County, Montana. 

Confederate soldiers who were ambushed at the ’Sinks of Gandy’ were Anthony 
TRIPLETT, Dow ADAMS, Oliver TRIPLETT, Perry WESSE, Taylor CHENOWETH, Luther 
PARSONS, Adam C. STALNAKER, Eli TAYLOR, John TAYLOR, Jasper W. TRIPLETT, 
Lafayette WARD, Jacob V. WILMOTH & James DUNCAN WILSON,, from ‘Goin Up 
Gandy’, A History of the Dry Fork Region of Randolph and Tucker Counties, West 
Virginia’, 2"¢ edition, p. 29, Don Teter, 2011. These soldiers were almost all from 
Randolph County. 
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7) Sources for the 20 March 1864 ambush at Sinks of Gandy include ‘The History of 
Randolph County, Wv., Hu Maxwell, 1898, ‘The 18" Virginia Cavalry’, 2™ edition, 
Roger U. Delauter Jr, 1985, ‘ Goin up Gandy , 2™ edition, Don Teter, 2011., 
‘Wilmoth Family History, section 3, pp. 115-117, compiled by James Wilmeth, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1940, and ‘The WVANGLER’, 5 July 2012. 

8) ‘Union and Confederate Sympathizers of Barbour County West Virginia’, p. 168, 
John W. Shaffer, Clearfield Company Inc., 2005. 


Sinks of Gandy is where 
Anthony was wounded in 
a skirmish and also has 
relevance as that is where 
Captain Mortimer Johnson 
was killed in 1863. 


44 


Arrival of Kraus Ancestors to Lewis County 
By Patricia Bailey Meyer 


Three sons of Kasper & Elizabeth KRAUS decided to leave their Bavarian home to travel 
to the United States and settled in Lewis County, West Virginia to begin their families. The 
reason is not entirely understood, but my cousin, Maureen Kraus Gildein told me that she 
understood it to be “work reasons.” 

Bernard KRAUS was the first to come, arriving in the Port of Baltimore, Maryland with 
his future wife, Mary Anna BREHM, in the later part of 1839. Bernard was listed as a “Smith” 
and they were both listed as 26 years old on the passenger list. The name of the ship and the 
exact date of arrival is unknown. They married in Hagerstown, Maryland February 9, 1840. They 
must have arrived in Lewis County soon after their wedding as their first child, Mary Elizabeth, 
was born October 26, 1840 in Lewis County. The young family settled in the Leading Creek 
area, and appear on the 1850 U.S. Federal Census, District 30, Lewis County, Virginia. 

Bernard was listed as a blacksmith with his wife and six children. His brother, Andrew, 
was also living with the family working as a farmer. Catholic Mass was said in their home for a 
period before they eventually donated some land to build a church which is St. Boniface. We 
know their story now because John was carrying a diary which had been given to him by a friend 
before he left home. 

In May 1842 Johann Kraus and his older brother Andreas Andrew began walking to 
Bremen, an inland port city. They had to be secretive about their immigration or they would be 
turned away at a hostel and treated with disrespect. People did not want to hear they were going 
to America. Their father, Kasper Kraus had died before the two brothers decided to emigrate. It 
has to be very difficult to leave their mother, Elizabeth, sister, Annie Elizabeth, and brother 
Michael behind in their hometown of Schweinfurt in Germany. (We can only imagine the grief 
their mother endured knowing she would probably never see her sons again.) 

The two brothers grew tired of walking by the time they got to Hanover, Germany, and 
chose to ride in wagons until they got to Bremen. Arriving a couple of days before departure, 
they spent their time in Bremen dancing, playing music and seeing the sights of the city. 

The Bremen sailing ship Meta departed from Bremen June 20, 1842. Johann Kraus, age 
25, and Andreas Kraus, age 28 arrived in New York August 6, 1842 were listed as farmers from 
Bavaria. 

The following is John’s description of his and his brother’s traumatic travel from Bremen 
to New York. The Meta was a sailing ship, sometimes sitting at sea for days without wind. It was 
a small ship, but considered large for that era, and they laid on straw for sleeping as there was 
not that much room. Almost everyone aboard got sick on the first day. Most passengers were 
sick for at least eight days, some for three weeks. Johann was sick for 40 days, while Andreas 
did not get sick at all. More than likely the two were traveling in steerage as it would have been 
the cheapest way to get to America. It was a terrible voyage and dangerous. Because of their fear 
of storms, wind and being sick, much was not written on some days. One of the passengers 
became crazy, so they were relieved when the ship finally arrived, and John wrote a prayer when 
they arrived in New York. (Sorry, I don’t know the prayer) He was diligent about writing about 
their travels speaking to us from the past. 

In the diary he wrote he was born in Holzhausen in a wood house, but that he lived in 
Schweinfurt, Bavaria. It was a river city situated on the banks of the River Main. He described 
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the river as not being deep and that you could walk through the water. Most of the residents of 
the town could not swim. There was a bridge built later, and the river made deeper for ships to 
trade. Bavarian Germans were very proud in the Catholic region. St. Boniface, known as the 
Apostle of Germany for his role in the Christianization of that country, is said to have cut trees 
there. In the 8th century he was sent to convert pagans to Christianity in Bavaria. The legend 
says that when he came upon pagans worshiping an oak tree, he cut it down with the nearest axe! 
A fir tree grew spontaneously in the oak's place. The fir tree was seen as an image of God and 
many believed its evergreen symbolized the everlasting love of the Maker. 

On November 1, 2008, Georg Weiland translated the diary of John Alexander Kraus for 
my cousin, Maureen Kraus Gildein when she was on a trip to Germany. Georg is historian in the 
village of Friedrichshafen, Germany. Our family is indebted to him for his translation enabling 
me to write about his story. 

John Alexander KRAUS married Rebecca Hedges ALABAUGH on December 13, 1849, 
and had eight children, living on Crooked Run in Lewis County. Tragically John died on 
November 27, 1861 at age 42 of unknown causes. Rebecca married John’s brother, Jacob 
Andrew (Andreas) on August 15, 1864, and had two more children with him until she died at age 
49 on January 26, 1875 from typhoid fever. Andrew went on to live a long life, dying at age 79 
on March 17, 1893. Photo taken of young Kraus Family Members at 1916 Reunion at St. 
Boniface Church. 


Photo taken of young Kraus Family Members at 1916 Reunion at St. Boniface Church 

My grandmother, Genevieve is #7 on the photo above. She had recently married William Goff BAILEY 
before this photo was taken. Her siblings are here as well, Lawrence, Nora, May, Catherine, and Mary 
KRAUS DUVALL. 

Both my cousin, Maureen (also known as Susie) and | are descended from John Alexander Kraus, our 2"? 


Great Grandfather, through one of his sons, Kasper Englebert KRAUS, who lived on Crooked Run with his 
wife Alcinda MAY KRAUS. Her grandfather was Lawrence KRAUS, #14 in the photo below. 
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9. Teocadia Fahey 17. P William CYahey 25, (Mary Kraus 
e- ‘Ralph Kraus 10. May ‘Kraus 18. Joseph Kegus 26. Monk Kraus 
(3. Bernard Gahey u. Catherine Kraus. 19, SRush Kraus 27. Cyonce Crahey 
Anna Kraus 12. Tottie Kraus . 20. Margaret K, Hayden 28. (Micheal Kraus 
5. Elwood ‘Kraus 13. Hubert Kraus 21, Gilbert Kraus 29. Agnus Kraus Judge 
14. Tawrence ‘Kraus 22, Bemard Kraus 30. Gertrude Kraus 
15. Abalina ‘Kraus Stank 23. Gyrancis Kraus 31. Nora Kraus 


8. Mary Kraus ocke 16. Mary Kraus Puvall 24. Rebecca Kraus 


We. 


47 


Laura Arnold Part | 
(This is a lengthy article and will appear in segments) 


Laura Arnold: 


Stonewall Jackson’s Unionist Sister 
Larry Spurgeon (2020)! 


“Twas a Union woman from the crown of my head to the soles of my feet. ne 


BE icedh sss sal 


Laura Arnold, circa 1865* 


Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson revealed his inner self to few people. One of them was his 
beloved younger sister Laura. Orphaned as children, they were extraordinarily close, yet according to 
lore, became estranged after the Civil War began because Laura supported the Union. 

Laura was indeed an ardent Unionist, revered and honored by veterans for nursing soldiers in 
Beverly, Virginia (now West Virginia). Some details about her life after the war can be found in 
Jackson biographies. Accused by her husband of conduct “unbecoming a prudent and faithful married 
woman.” with Union officers, a divorce case lingered for years, and she lived four decades in an Ohio 
sanitarium. Almost nothing has been published in her own words. She has been an enigma. 

My interest in Laura’s story was piqued by a letter to her from Jackson’s widow, Mary Anna 
(Anna). Dated September 21, 1864, 16 months after the general’s death, Anna bared her soul, detailing 
her husband’s last days, and expressing hope of visiting Laura soon. Why would Anna write such a 
letter late in the war, I wondered, if Thomas and Laura fell out years earlier? There are two possibilities; 
either Anna did not know of Laura’s Unionism, or, was aware of it, but did not care, in a sense, because 
of family connection. In either case, why is it assumed the relationship between Thomas and Laura was 
fractured? Does any direct evidence support it? I wanted to dig deep to understand the family dynamic. 

My research focused as much as possible on primary sources, including family letters, personal 
accounts, and newspaper articles. Laura gave several interviews late in life, and she had a lot to say. 
She shared many of her brother’s traits - an indomitable will, stubbornness, and courage. A celebrity 
afier the war, she was portrayed as intelligent, engaging, even sophisticated. Given her long and 
fascinating life, it is surprising she is all but forgotten today — but history tends to marginalize people in 
the shadows of iconic figures. 


Childhood 


The early childhood of Stonewall Jackson has become the stuff of legend. A consensus narrative 
evolved over time, from stories passed down by Jackson family members and acquaintances, but those 
stories have gaps, errors, and myths. A thorough examination of the childhood of Thomas and Laura, 
and a new interpretation of the timeline, is set out in my paper “Stonewall Jackson in Fayette County." 
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The following is a summary of the key events. 

The Jackson family “distinguished itself above almost every other family west of the 
mountains.”> John and Elizabeth Jackson emigrated from London in 1749 as indentured servants. 
Eventually they acquired several thousand acres near modern Buckhannon, West Virginia. By 1790, 
they moved to Clarksburg to live with their oldest son. George Jackson served in the Virginia 
Assembly, the Virginia convention to ratify the United States Constitution, the United States Congress, 
and the Ohio legislature. Among his fourteen children, by two wives, were members of Congress, 
judges, a governor and a lieutenant governor.® His oldest son, John George Jackson, who succeeded him 
in Congress in 1803,’ was a Brigadier General in the Virginia Militia, a fecal judge, a delegate to the 
Virginia legislature, and the husband of Dolley Madison’s older sister, Mary Payne.® 

Edward Jackson, second son of the immigrants, and the grandfather of Thomas and Laura, was a 
surveyor, justice for two counties, militia officer, commissioner of revenue, and sheriff. His first wife, 
Mary Hadden, was the mother of six children, including Jonathan, born in 1790. Three years after 
Mary’s death Edward married Elizabeth Brake, who Ome nine children, including Cummins, an 
important, though controversial, figure in Thomas’s life.? Edward and Elizabeth moved to Lewis 
County about 1801, to a bend in the West Fork River 23 miles south of Clarksburg,' where they 
amassed 1,500 acres, a site known ever since as Jackson’s Mill." 

Jonathan was a lawyer in Clarksburg, studying under his first cousin, John George Jackson. 12 In 
1817, he married Julia Beckwith Neale, eight years his junior, whose father was a prominent merchant 
in Parkersburg, Virginia. Thomas Jackson was the couple’s third child, born in 1824, preceded by 
Elizabeth (1819), and Warren (1821).'> Elizabeth and Jonathan died in March 1826 of typhoid fever. 
Laura Ann Jackson was born on March 27, the day after Jonathan’s death.'* 

The next few years were difficult for Julia. She sewed and taught school for money, 'S but 
eventually lost the house to Jonathan’s debts. His Masonic lodge provided a one-room cottage for the 
family, about 12 feet square.“‘on the back part of a lot on an alley with only the gr ound it covered.”!° 
To the opposition of some Jacksons, Julia married Captain Blake Baker Woodson on November 4, 
1830.!7 A lawyer in Clarksburg, Blake was much older than Julia, born in the early 1770s. Jackson 
biographies provide little information about him, most of it unflattering. Blake was from a prominent 
family in Cumberland County, Virginia, a successful landowner, lawyer, and community leader. He 
was among those who petitioned the Virginia legislature in 1795 to extend the navigation of the 
Appomattox River,'® and one of the trustees appointed in 1798 — the year Julia Neale was born - to lay 
out the town of Farmville.'? In 1800, he was appointed to a committee to select presidential electors for 
the Republican Party ticket that nominated Thomas Jefferson, 20 = he represented Cumberland County 
in the Virginia House of Delegates during the 1807-1808 term.” 

Blake’s first wife was Sarah (Sally) Taylor. Her brother, Creed Taylor (1766- 1836), was 
married to Blake’s sister, Sarah Woodson, making the two men brothers-in-law twice over.~ > Creed 
served in the Virginia General Assembly and as Speaker of the Virginia Senate. In 1806 he succeeded 
the legendary George Wythe as judge of the Chancery Court in Richmond. He founded the second lay 
school in Virginia, in Richmond, and later moved it to his estate near Farmville known as Needham.”° 

Blake and Sally had at least six children, and several were minors when Sally died about 1822. 
The author of a Woodson genealogy claimed that Blake’s move to Clarksburg was triggered by Sally’s 
death and a fire that destroyed their house,” but Blake’s world was already coming apart. Two court 
opinions in the 1820s reveal his financial problems — he had borrowed $9,000 from the Bank of the 
United States and became insolvent.” 

In May 1831, Blake was appointed the first Clerk of the Court for Fayette County, Virginia.” 
Blake and Julia moved to New Haven, renamed Ansted, a distance of 120 miles. Conflicting accounts 
of what happened to Julia’s three children were given by family members, but the most plausible 
scenario is that Thomas and Laura went with Blake and Julia, and Warren was sent to other relativ es. 
Based on family tradition, Julia soon had difficulty caring for the children because of declining health 
and pregnancy, and “within a few months after her arrival, consented to let their Grandmother Jackson 
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take them” to Jackson’s Mill.?* Julia gave birth on October 7 to William Wirt Woodson, called Wirt,”? 
and her health soon declined. The children were taken to her to say goodbye.” If the traditional 
timeline is accurate, Thomas and Laura, ages 7 and 5, made three trips of more than 100 miles on 
horseback, in wilderness, between July and November. Though embedded deeply in the Stonewall 
Jackson legend, it strains credulity to believe that all of the journeys took place. 

Thomas and Laura were present when Julia died on December 3, 1831.5! Most sources presume 
they were taken back to Jackson’s Mill shortly after Julia’s death — yet a fourth journey of 100 miles on 
horseback — but my research concluded that they lived with Blake in Fayette County until his death in 
spring 1833.°? Thomas Neale, Julia’s father, stated in a letter that after Julia’s death Blake “still wished 
to keep the children,” and that after Blake’s death his son William wrote to Neale, asking him to come 
get the children.*> Laura told her cousin years later that she and Thomas lived with Blake until his 
death2* Cummins Jackson traveled to Fayette County to pick up Thomas and Laura and take them back 
to Jackson’s Mill.*° 

Two years later, in August 1835, step-grandmother Elizabeth Brake Jackson died, and, with only 
bachelor uncles remaining at Jackson’s Mill, the decision was made to send the children to other 
relatives. Laura went to the home of Alfred Neale, Julia’s younger brother, and his wife Clementine. 
They lived on an island in the Ohio River near Parkersburg,*° and provided a loving and stable home for 
Laura.’ Her formative years were spent in sight of the state of Ohio, and her loyalty to the Union must 
be seen in this light. Thomas Jackson Arnold, Laura’s oldest child, observed that “the Jacksons (except 
the Parkersburg branch)” were Democrats. “One who did not live at that period can hardly imagine the 
intense bitterness that frequently existed between Whigs & Democrats,” he added,** and one of the 
principal issues dividing the two groups was states’ rights. 


Marriage and Family 


Laura left the comfort and security of the Neales about the time she turned 18, and moved to 
Randolph County, Virginia, 140 miles east of Parkersburg. Grandmother Mary Hadden Jackson was 
from Randolph County, and her sister Margaret and husband Isaac White lived outside of Beverly, then 
the county seat.*” Thomas Arnold mentioned the Whites in connection with events during the Civil 
War2° Soon after the move, in 1844, Laura married a man 24 years her senior, Jonathan Arnold, a 
native of Pennsylvania.*! Laura was his third wife, the first two having died within a year of marriage.” 
Jonathan purchased a large two-story brick house on Main Street in Beverly, on the Staunton- 
Parkersburg Turnpike. The couple had four children: Thomas Jackson, born November 3, 1845; Anna 
Grace (Grace), born March 23, 1848; Stark William, born December 20, 1851; and Laura Zell, who was 
born December 9, 1853, and died a few months later.*8 

Jackson showed great affection for the children and concern about their education. He sent a 
poignant letter to 12-year-old Grace in 1860: “My Father and Mother died when I was very young, and | 
had to work for my living and education both; but your parents are both living and have given youa 
kind teacher and I trust that you will show them how thankful you are to them by studying hard.” He 
had not learned spelling well as a child, he added, and still struggled with it, even pointing out that he 
had to use a dictionary for some of the words in the letter.*4 In 1858, Jackson persuaded Laura to send 
thirteen-year-old Thomas to Lexington to be tutored. Laura traveled there the following summer with 
her two younger children to take Thomas home, and stayed for several weeks at the Jackson home on 
Washington Street.* 

Jackson’s surviving letters to Laura have recurrent themes, notably religion and his health. He 
believed Laura had lost her faith, and perhaps through his gentle badgering, she became increasingly 
religious in the late 1850s. Jackson wrote her in 1858, “I have never believed that you would be lost. I 
have borne in mind that our sainted mother’s prayers would not be forgotten by our Heavenly Father.’"° 
A month later he wrote that “I thank our heavenly father for having given you that peace which passcth 
all understanding and which the world can neither give nor take away... You may expect dark hours, 
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but never for one moment permit yourself to despond.”*” 


Thomas Arnold wrote about his memories of “Beverly in the Sixties.” Local businesses included 
a hat factory, two boot and shoe shops, two tailor shops, three saddleries, two blacksmiths, two 
gunsmiths, two hotels, six general stores, and a toy factory. Travel to and from Beverly was 
accomplished by “Tri-weekly stage coaches — drawn by four horses... from Staunton, from Weston and 
from Fairmount; making good time, horses being changed every 10 or 12 miles, going night and 
day...°“* He described the political situation before the war: “A decided majority of the inhabitants 
were southern in sentiment, many of whom were opposed to secession; but there were a sufficient 
number holding opposite views to keep up warm discussions.” He commented wryly “there was too 
much drinking and entirely too much talking,” and later it was observed “of those who did the most 
talking, but few of them did any fighting; their principal work consisting in urging the other fellow to 
buckle on the armor of battle“? Some things never change. 

The political scene in 1860 was “Whigs vs. Democrats. The Republican party was unknown in 
Randolph County — Lincoln not receiving a single vote.”>? Jonathan was an active member of the Whig 
party that carried the ticket in that county for Bell and Everett, a supporter of the Union at the beginning, 
and an opponent of Virginia’s secession, but he became “alienated by the Emancipation Proclamation, 
arbitrary arrests of civilians by the military, and other measures of the Lincoln administration, which he 
deemed, not without cause, to be unconstitutional,” and became a “Copperhead” by the fall of 1863."! 
Symbolically led by Ohio Congressman Clement L. Vallandigham of Ohio, it was a movement made up 
of Democrats in the north who opposed the war, and believed the Lincoln administration was violating 
the Constitution.* 

Laura said the area was a Confederate district, and people were afraid to vote for the Union 
ticket.>> Her views on slavery are unknown, but the family owned two enslaved people in 1850 and four 
in 1860.°* Clementine Neale wrote to Laura in 1858 about one of them: 


You wish to know what I would give for a good negro woman, do you mean to buy or 
hire? With a child I think fifty dollars a year — would be a great price but I would give it 
if she is very good perhaps a little more, you know we have to pay taxes and doctors’ 
bills, if she is free [ would not like to take her without some certainty that she would stay, 
as | have a girl that I can keep though she does not suit me, you can tell pretty well what 
qualities I would like in a servant.*° 


Thomas mentioned “Negro servants” of the family, and Grace referred to a “colored woman” servant, 
known as Aunt Peggy.°° 


Submitted by Larry Spurgeon 
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Queries and Questions 


Looking to connect with researchers of the John BROWN Sr. (1730-1808) 
and Eleanor BOGARD / BOGARDUS family of Harrison/Lewis County. Kathy 
MCCANN KEYSER, 3376 Blackford Parkway, Lexington, KY 40509, 


kmkeyser1012@gmail.com. 


Looking for information on John MCCAN/MCCANN and wife Catherine BROWN of 
Harrison/Lewis County after 1789. Kathy MCCANN KEYSER, 3376 Blackford 


Parkway, Lexington, KY 40509, kmkeyser1012@qmail.com. 


My great great grandparents were David Alexander Bonnett & Cora Applus 
Reger. My great grandparents were Milo Miller Smith & Cleta Erleen Bonnett, 


and my grandparents are Kenneth Francis Hamilton & still living Patricia Louise Smith. 


| would be grateful for any information on these lines. 
Kristina Zacarias. 951.963.1029 


“lf you don’t recount your family history, it will be lost. Honor your own 
stories and tell them, too. The tales may not seem very important, but 
they are what binds families and makes each of us who we are.” 


--Madeleine L’Engle 
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HCPD MEMBERSHIP FORM 
For office use: Date___ Check # Code Back Issues ___ Membership Card Packet 


I/We hereby apply for membership in The Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc. I understand that 

dues are $40.00 and my membership includes access to all portions of the website of the organization, access to the 
HCPD Library during any hours when it is open, and 2 copies of The Hacker’s Creek Journal per membership year 
which will be distributed via e-mail except to those persons who do not have e-mail capabilities. Those persons who 
do not have e-mail capabilities will received the HCJ by regular mail. I understand that HCPD is a 501©3 
organization and all donations for which I ask a receipt are tax deductible. 


T include a donation. Please place $ in the general fund, $ in the cemetery 
maintenance fund, and/or $ in the building fund. 
Mr./Mts./Miss: 
Surname Given Name Middle Name Spouse 
Address: 
Street City State Zip Code (9 digits please) Telephone: ( ) Master Card/Visa No. 
Exp Date: 
E-Mail: 


Families I am researching: __ 


EVERY ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO DISTRIBUTE THE HACKER’S CREEK JOURNALS IN APRIL AND 
LATE SEPTEMBER FOR ANY GIVEN MEMBERSHIP YEAR. The HCPD MEMBERSHIP YEAR BEGINS 
OCTOBER 1 AND ENDS ON SEPTEMBER 30. New memberships after August 1 will begin the following 
October 1. However, those who join during the months of August and September will have all benefits except 
receipt of the second Journal of a membership year by snail mail. It should be noted that these will be available on 
the members only website.. 


MAIL TO: Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc., 45 Abbotts Run Road, Horner, WV 26378 
HCPD Donation to Projects Form 
Date: Amount: 

Received From: 


Donation For: 
Comments: 


YOUR 
MATTERS 
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HACKER’S CREEK PIONEER DESCENDANTS LIFE MEMBERS 


Bertha Allman 

Jim Bartlett 

Karen Billey 

Barbara Blass 

David Boggs 

Dr. Daniel & Mary E.C. Flesher Bolovan 
Julia Elizabeth Stalnaker Bragg 
Joyce K. Brannon 

Audrey A. Mick Brown 
Matha Byrd 

Charles Carder 

Karen Cartwright 

Joyce Chambers 

Rebecca Choco 

Russell & Myrna Clark 
Jerry Coffman 

James & Dorothy Collins 
Ronald Cooper 

Ronna Cunningham 

Irma Curtis 

Lois Curry 

Karen Docksteader 

Gene Edwards 

James & Mary Alice Egan 
Lynn Firebaugh 

Ada Lee Fitz 

Eva J. Gaines 

Rebecca Gamble 

Joy Gilchrist-DeFazio 

Dr. & Mrs. William G. Golden 
Betty & Norman Graybill 
Nettie Gregory 

Francis Hause 

William F. & Susan Hayes III 
Ralph & Twyla Hinzman 
Lora Ruth Hurst 

Betty Ingle 

Nancy Ann Jackson 

Jean Conly Jasper 

Jerry A. Kay 

Tammy King 


Kristina Larson 

Melinda Larson 

Sarah Lavorgna 

Dr. Patricia Mace-Leonard & 
Cordell L. Leonard 
Miriam Looker 

John & Barbara McCoy 
William J. McKinney, Sr. 
Ellie McClain Maroon 
David N. Matthews, D.D.S., M.S. 
Joy Strader Mealey 

Kelli Dawn Merk 

Linda B. Meyers 

Sue Miles, PHD 

Jean Moffitt 

Arch Nissel 

Barbara Palmer 

Joan Peters 

Gayle Peterson 

Carol Powell 

Ann Powers 

Clarence I. & Lois Bartlett Price 
Marjorie Price 

Ardell Ratliff 

Beecher & Betty Rhoades 
Dennis Rodgers 

Charles Roe 

Joe & Erseline Rumbach 
Esther Dehaven Schilling 
Neva R. Shaffer 

Barbara Shaver 

Louise Slaton 

Clifford Taylor 

Patricia Viellenave 

Hilda Warner 

William I. White 

Cary L. & Donna Williams 
Don Wills 

Dan & Sandy Wilson 
Rex Wilson 

Leonard Woodruff 
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